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10 THE MOST. 
HIGH AND MI GH- 
TIE PRINCE IAMES, 
by the grace of God, King of 
England, Scotland, France 


and Ireland defender of 
the faith &c. 


ſhueroſh 1 5 moſt 
c dread Soueraigne) 
es "IS: doth,as it were, en- 
force: me, to make this my humble Peti- 
tien to your Highneſſe : If wee were 
ſold to bee bondilaues, or hand 
maides ; (/a;th.ſhee) I would haue 
held my tongue although the ad- 
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75 — is 4 Ther: un 
F late, mary places 2 
Nealme, like to that Wow" Haman, 
which drerh nat onely goe about 10 im. 
poweriſh your tMaieſbics. Subiect᷑t; but 
quite to roote them au :I meane Incle 
ſure of Fields and Commons; whereas 
the Lards of eManonrs , and Freehal. 
ders will haue all their landes which 
haue heretofore lien open, and in Com- 
mon, (ſo that the poore might enter 
Common with them) nom layd together 
in ſeuerall. And hereby the poore can. 
not enioy their antient Commons and 
liberties. And this cankred T harne al- 
ſodenoureth Gods peoph , which is his 
inheritance, as the Palme teacheth vs, 
Aske of mee, ( ſaith God) and I will 
glue the people fon thine _inhert- 

tance, 


mouthesz hive wow ſbreeking Owles, 
aud other vncleane birds —5 their 


e alfo you Auge, nd 


weukeneth your Highneſſe power, For 


praiſed . wih many 2. Cor. i.· 


in the multitude of people is the Pro. * 


honour of a King, ſaith Satomon; 
and for want of people commerh 


the deſtruction of the Prince. Be 


this Incloſure mhere it commeth, af 
peoples Townes , 4s common experi- 
ence lamentably teacher, And where. 
as your Maieſtie might haue had great 
choice of Souldiers , and able men — 
ſeruics in warre uf wneede „ 

now there is almoſt nome to be rv 


4 ſheepheard and his dogge. T 15 = 
ny A 4 cloſure 


= 1 Paffure. Theſe: Inicloſers 

thinke that the gaine of — 

eaten with ſheepe, commeth mote. eaſily 
to them —— eee there. 
** they will neither nor ſowe 
9 nor let their land to ſuch 
1 e it. And ſo by this meanes 
lien bring a dearth. vpon this land, 
. which is one of Gods plagues. 
Tea , the Cities and Townes corporate 
are maintained by the Caumtrey : For 
ve, plome mginigin es all \ trades , 45 
Mercers, Glocers, Tanners, Shooe- 
ma lers, 'Gloers ,' Smithes, Taylors, 
ſeyners, Carpenters , Ce. But ſince 
Jocloſure — all theſe: CArtificers 


prooke by experience „ that they cannot 
| haue 


A. 


Eee, which id) eerely-- 
— e a %% 
E of all Gods 
F 


— 


inheritance; and to ber dete t 
 jhrMatetties faithfall ſubieets, win 
dſbonoureth your Highnes, by dimini- TI 

ſhing the peop — and ru. 


aurerh. your HMaieities deſtruction 


ac Salomon) and to be abhoy- 
reg of all true hearted Engliſh men, 
which bringeth a famine, one of Cod, 
plagues, pom this our Common wealth, 
Nay, which' goeth about uo impoueriſh 
our Grand mothers and * famous 
Cities. 
1 Ineleſers can urge 

plauſible reaſons for themſeluts, but 


wk reaſons are humane, and not 
| grounded 


0, of. the Common- 
wealth, inforceth me, humbly to preſent 


1 Incliſure. Leaſt by hola; eace, 
[ Atte and ſuffering 45 — ex to 
bach been be impaired, I be condemned at 
4 « - do that day as an uniuſi Steward : And 
i 220.com- fteing your Mateities power 16 be di. 
$ municits: niniſbed, and not gining warning, 
; _—_— ſhould be reputed a faul e ſubiect io 
ſdeaant 160. your- Highneſſe and perceining the . 
1 Common wedlth hereby to be damnified W lo, 
and halfe beg gered, I ſhould be efee- ff Hi 
med an Onnaturall childe, to this m car 
mo louing mother. | big 
1 am alſo incouraged with. conf- if yu 

2 

the, 

they 


dence of your Gracious acceptance of 
this my humble ſute, with that (Ma- 
ſhal) yeur CHMateſties godly and 45 

en 


* 
— 


D _ [ORG - 7 0 * - 9 8 > A » * ny — . 
3 F "4 i" 1 of SEC © > Sw 10. * 
7 Td 4 w - . 4 * BIT. a [EIS >< 9 ” * k - 
_ 4 * . 4 3 — 4 8 * 
: * 7 1 * * N 1 
q * | ? j = 
- : 
E D I C A ONT E. 0 1 
Lf 25 * nz 
4* 
* * 9 * 4 
. * 1 — A 


2 
0 1 9 
* — 7 1 
1 
- . 


mung ont of this thorne , will mute 
glad your-poore ſubiecis hearts. Fer as 
wereade;Salomons ſubiects were as 
many in number as the ſandof the *.Kin.4.20 | 
Sea, eating drinking and - making 
nerrie; And at this marie ſhould 
| Wl Chriftian Ringes aime, that their ſub- 
, ſhould doe tue like, But incloſure 
- Wl dimmiſheth the number of Gods peo- 
h. Hilleth their hearts, and abridgeth 
'0 Wl both their mirth and maintenance; 
And jour Maieſtie being a ſecond Sa- 
lomon in this our Iſcaell, I maſt hum- 
lle craue your gracious and tender 
care hereof, in your ſacred ſeſſion and 
high court of Parliament; for that all 
of ¶ 11u7 . ſubiecls, are readie to cry 
of I niththe Prophet,” It is high time for * 
Aa. hee Lord to lay to thine hand, for 
gi they haue deſtroyed thy law, whic 

en 7 


is 


Tus n 
| i churitie. The-Lord leſus 


Your Maleſties moſt 


| humble ſubiect, 


Ezxancrs TAI CCI 
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Ood Chriſtian Reader, if 
ary thing in this Treatiſe, 
ſoeine to thee ouer bitter 
or ſharpe, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee to conſider 
e vith thy ſelfe, that, that 
urgation which Gales the prince of 
yitians commonly vſed, was called 
Hiera-picra,thar is, holy & bitter. (And 
| ſuch alſo are Ieſus Chrifts medicines, 
whichhe applyeth to our ficke ſoules :) 
and that this is a canker that I goe about 
. Id cure, and therfore as Chirutgerie tea- 
Ichech, lenitives will doe no good, but 
rather increaſe the venome thereof. Na 
I beſeech thee conſider, that I deale wi 
the root of all euil, couetouſnes, & with 
that noyſome peſtilence that raigneth 
now in our age, as it did in the dayes of i 
leremie: 1 therefore I had nk ofa 
Iharpe hatchet, to cut vp that root, and 
of ſome forcible Mithridate to preſerue 
tom that plague: of whoſe effects & in- 
eRion & cure, [eremie writes thus; [will lex. 8. ro. 
gine 


3 GB 


ber. 8. 10. give their wines toothers,and their fields ts 
beires, for ruerp one of them, euen fromthe 
leaſt to the greateſt zs giuem to coustonſuri, 
and from the Prophet to the Prieſt, cue 
one dealeth faiſly. Here firſt are che ef 
fects of this ngiſome plague of coue- 
rouſneſle,thartheir w iues were giuen to 

© Others and their fields to heires : Here is 

alſo the infection or cauſc of theſe ef- 

fects, becauſe they are all giuen to coue- 

touſnes and they all deale falſely. Iris 

reported that we haue taſted thoſe foi- 

mer fruits and effects, for there died of 

the late plague many moe men than wo- 

men: and is it not likely that the ſame 

effects ſprong from the ſame roote? and 

if this be true, then let vs all beware of 
couetouſues and falſehoode in our dear 

ling. But the true cure of this plague 

which followes in the Prophet is taught 

vs by the contrarie. For they hause cured 

verſte 11. e 25 of the daugbters of my people, 
(faith the Prophet F with ſwaete words, 

ſaying peace peace when as there was u. 

peace. Gods miniſters muſt cure this 

plague not with oyle but with ſharpe 
wine, they muſt not here ſpeake faire, 


+” as a F 1 l 


"Tay if through bumaine frailtie, 
to hant eſcaped Ge whois it chat 
is eres not) remember that leſſon which 
f. || nature teacheth; That of all liuingcrea- 
je- | tures. man doth moſt often twinckle 
tis with his eyes, to teach him not to be a ri- 
* 298 of his brethren, Ponder 


of wiſely, iu Ne ardon cur- 
TH => an £ chouke Bl of this diſ- 
me 2 ſpeedily. 1 God ſhakes 
nd his rodde ouer thy head euen 


; of now,and the day of the 
ear Lord draweth 

zue nigh. 

ght 

red 

ple, 


Thine in the Lord, 


F. T. 
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J | anddecaping —— 
it is to bee obſerued and 
noted (moſt dꝛead Boue⸗ 
— that beere firſt J ſpeake a- 
gainſt late Incloſure, not coudemning 
the Incloſure of Eſſex, Hartfordſhire, 
Deuonſhiire, and ſuch like Wodland 
Countries: where in the beginning, ii 
the Mads had not bern incloſed, they 
conldi hangbcen nen ent e 
it may ſme, the Incloſures there, of 


neceſſitle haut I en 


«<3 C 


* 


| Ivey a a doen 
late towns. 


-Secondly, J lopne depopulatio 
townes,and this new kind of incloſure 
together: becauſe the one of them doth 
follow the other tommonlp, euen as ne⸗ 
ceſlarilp as the ſhadowe doth the bodie: 
fp; although in ſome places where this 
Jnclofare is put in pꝛadiſe (as our In 
tloſers can cunningip affirme) that all 
the houſes remaine that haue ben; pet 
there be not ſo many people in them as 
bath beene : betauſe that tillage , by 
meanes ok their Incloſure is decayed, 
nan many moe ſeruants to 
accom 


nsof 
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\The firſt reaſon againſt this Incloſure 
ist decaies Tillage. 


5 $6. Henthen euer made great ne- 
2. count of Tillage, Cicero waiteth f. 
thus of Haſbandzy :'7hat of all rhings * 
whereby any gaine is gotten, there is 
thing more excellent than Tillage, nothing 
more commodious, nothing more pleaſant, 
aud nothing more fit for a Gentleman. O 
that our Gefittemen were ol his mind. 
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The humble Petition 
Che noble men oł Rome take fheir 


. 
Ins. (Cicerancs) a kiude of and (Pi- 
* 


ing. They Which Yhere 
1 


them. Amonglt the Komaneg alſa, him 


whom they called (Bonum Colonum) 
ef good plowman, they ftemed to praiſe 
— Nax, be that did not till bis 
land Wal, the Cenſars puniſbed bim. Such 
Cenſozs were to be wiſhed amongf 
vs, to make vs till our land. It was 
alſo by law enacted amongſt them, that 
he that came to take an amerciment, or 
penaltie, ſhou'd not takg an oxe before 4 
ſheepe. Map, that a man ſtealing by night, 
corne, that Yeas ſamen, ſhould be put to death 
With greater ſeueritie, then an homicide. 
They cal G/orie Adoriam of Ador, Which 


 fonifies corne. Plinie alſo wꝛites thus of 


the fruitfulnes of the earth: H War 
the cauſe that the earth Was ſo fruitful 
then? becauſe(ſaith he)that then the earth 
Was tilled With the bands of Emperors. 
eAnd it is not amiſſe to thinks, that the 
earth did reiopce then, of her coulter, aud 
ſhare, being crowned, and of ber Plowman 


being 


_ - © of twobilters. 
2 of plowing AA a 
g their Warrts. Au thty did a. 
ly order their fiel li, a their camps. 

The like cauſe may be aſſigned of the 
barreniiefle of the earth in our dates. 
God plagues our contempt of tillage, 
with penurie and ſcartitie. Gentlemen 
now a dates, thinke ſcozne of the 


Þ 4 

Tillage was the firſt wozke, that 

was impoſed vpon wan, after that he 

was baniſhed ont of Paradiſt. And God Gen. 3. 2 2 
ſeit man our of the garden of Eden 

( Langabath) to ſerue, to waite ypon, to 

till the earth. And ſhall the beſt of vs all 

then thinke ſcozne oftillage 2 Alſo this 

was that gracious promiſe made vnto 

Noah after the flood, That hereafter , Gen. 6. 22. 
ſeede time and harueſt, could and heate, ; 
ſommer and winter, day and night ſhall 

not ceaſe, ſo long as the earth remai- 

neth. But if all men ſhould foliow in⸗ 

cioſers ſteps, why then in all townes 

we ſhonldhaue no tillage (oz very lit⸗ 

tle) but all ſherpe. Js not this to cons 

tradid the ozdinance of God? But iil- 


WB 3 lage 


tillage take be&de, which will haue no 
ſcedefozrowes, noz harueſts,no2 great- 
ly paſte not fo them: they tontradia 
herein Gods oꝛdinance, as this plate 
pꝛoues. And after we reade ol Noah (as 
of an obedient ſubiect to God herein) 
thus. And Noah began to be (1 Ha. 
adbmah) that is, a man wholy giuing 
himſelfe, to labour in the earth, and he 
planted a vineyard. To plant a vine 
pard; is coꝛreſpondent in ſome coun⸗ 
tries, to our ſowing ok cozne, and an 
acre of vines pelds better increaſe, 
then an acre of our cozne, as J haue 
heard. Iſaak alſo as heire of Noah, did 
follow his ſteps, and though a ſtraun- 
ger in Egypt, yet wereade ol him thus. 
Gen. 26.1 And Ifaak did ſowe corne in that coun- 
trie, and he found in that yeere an hun- 
dred meaſurès, and God bleſſed him. 
Shall Iſaak ſowe, being a ſtranger in 
Egypt, and not we at home? 2 
7. n 


— — Se lud s. 11. 
peared to Gedeon, as he was . 

and appointed bim Iud —— 

And doth not this — 

Elizeus alſo whom God did chen to be 

a Pzophet in Eliah his rome, was a 

great maintainer of tillage: fo2 thus 


ve reade, And Eliah departe@thence, 
and found Eliſhah the Howe of Shaphat: 
who was plowing with twelue yokes of 1.King,19. 
oxen before him, and he was with the 19. 
twelue. And was not Elizeus à great 
hiſbandman who had twelue poke of 
oren,and no doubt many plowes going 
together in bis field, and manp plow⸗ 
men, among whom after he deuided 
thoſe two oxen, which he killed > And 
doe not all thele.ſo beloued of God, and. 
giuing themlelues ſo greatly to tillage, 
commend it vnto bs: ſhall we pzefer 

15 4 paſture, 


The hamble Petition 
paſfure;andneglect tbis: 


FI : writes, bat in Eng. 
res, meaning uk — 
Now we map me places, 
makes them ffand emptie : J know, 
whereas 1500. quarters of cozne hath 
ben pterely growing, ſince tncloſure 
bath ben pzactiſed; there groweth not 
now 506. And againe he wiites, b 
England for cornt was the onely forebouſe 
bee weſt Empire : Anil that wy 
Etiglatid yeerely the Romanes tranſport 
400 2 bigger then barkgs, — with 
rorne fo releine their ſouldięri, that lay on 
the borders in Germany. In thoſe dates 
England was able to relieve other © 
rountries with cozne 3 but ſametime F 
now ſhe is glad to buy cozne of other 
countries her ſelfc,Jneloſers haue part 
lp bzought this to paſſe; who had ra⸗ 
ther haue their woll-hoaſeg filled with 
woll, then their Barnes with cozne, 
ed childzen to their mv 


The Pzeacher alſo in his boke 
wzites 


; 

—. And the Hane 8 
kurt is euer all; the 
ofthe field that is tilled- Saler — 2 
in rem to all that deale Hard with 
thepwze: how that the God o en 
beholdeth: Ray(Shomer)ag it is in the 
Hebrew, that is,marketh and keeperh 


in memorie all their dealings. And 

that the tiilage of the earth ſurpaſſeth 

all, and that euen che King thereby is 
maintained, by the ſode, that it mini⸗ 

freth; to ſtrengthen his people, wag | | 
the multitude of valiant ſotildfers; it » 
affozdeth fo2 his wartes, Foz as Plinle 

wites, Moſt frong and valiane ſontdiers Plin.i.1s. 
ere niade of burhandmen, and rome forth 5h · . 

of thecountrie,and which thinks no harm. 

Andſhall we deale hardly with thoſe, 
that-maft fight and aduenture their 

lues foz vs? And ſhall we not 2 


told an Altar, in the 
— — PAY It ſhould 
feeme, It Goplonesthyething floers, 
and there he will be pzaiſed. But in- 
cloſure decateth tillage, andtherefo;e 
God is not malten in our thꝛeſhing 


n 
This 


+, zoftwo Siſtets. 
Wg may ven cauſe of the * 
ng no — — 
n the threſhi — —— 8 
S Bal eas: Incl (hc 
thinke, that there are-too-manp re 
men in this land, and that they may ted iudge- 
decay tolones by their intloſure, und ment and 
that it is no great matter to decay g ihe paguc 
towne. But Godſeth their thoughts, . Jed. 
and now he beginneth ta diminiſh the 
people of this land: he may diminiſh 
them, as well as they; and he begin 
Conetouſnes which 1 1s the roote of Luk. 12. 20 
ill euill, which our Santour deſcribes - 
inthe goſpell, and &. Paul to Timothicz 1. Tim. i. 3. 
and pꝛide, which God hates and reſiſts, 
which Eſay alſo paints out vnto us in 12. . 6. 
bis third chapter at arge;andthe raking Ela. 3.16. 
Gods name in vaine, foꝛ fi{thie lucre, For 17. Kc. 
which God will not hold vs guiltles, &c. * el 
nld And becauſe deceite and guile goe not , 2 
rs, I out of our ſtreetes; And koꝛ that by our 14. 
in⸗ wicked liues Gods word is euill ſpoben 1. Tim. 6. i. 
of: Theſe no doubt map lente to he 3.5. 
the cauſes of the plague amonzit us, 
God giue all men epes, 3 
ſinnes 
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ſure is, that it diſpeopleth Townes, 


Me people ate talled Gods tnher# 
tance, aske of me and I wil giue thee 
the heatheii for thine inheritanee and the 
ends of the earth for thy poſſeſſion. And 


a gaine behold (ſaith Dauid) children are 


the inheritance of the Lord, and a reward 
the fruite of the wombe. e pulteth be: 
hold befoze this bis doctrine as though 
it were a ffrange thing and pet moſt 
true. Secondly he addeth that children 
are a reward + Jncloſers many times 
lacke this reward, they lone the earthſo 


wel that God will not bleſſe them with 


many ſonnes: Nap Dauid addeth, Like 
as the arrowes in the hand of the Gyant, 
ſo ate the children of young men, Such 
arrowes in the hands of Gpants, and 
ads rich farmers hauling * and 

rong 


, - _ 2X -- = . tn wo, = ww a=, oc am 


no vnderſtanding, or will they not 
know, or vnderſtand? (as it is in the 
Debzew) all they that worke wicked- 
nes, who care yp my people, as if they 
would eate bread ? they haue not called 
yon God. Here firſt we may note, the 
obſtinacte of theſe ſinners, and depo⸗ 
pulatozs, They will not know, they will 
not be perſwaded, tbep will maintaing 
and defend their incloſures, and depa⸗ 


pulations, fay, what one can againſt 
| them, 


wards and miniſters ought tu inueig :.Cor.4.:. 
againſt this flnine, and all his childzen 
ought to condemne it. Againe Dauid 
ſpeaking of the repꝛobate and wicked 
giveth them this cogniſance, Hauc they Pal. 14.4. 


Pſal.$0, 8. 


* 


of it. They make no-acevunt, noz no | 
moze conſclence to depopulate townes, 
and to conſume men, then to cate bread 
Thep thinke that they may doe it lau / 
fully. But God tells all ſuch here h 
the > ar rin: Dauid, that though they 
beare a ſhew of religton, yet they haut 
not called ypon God, that is, they ar 
plainely Atheiſts. Foz bpa figure called . 
Synecdoche the part is put fo; thei 
Whole, and innocatfon of the name of 
God, is put fo2 all his religion. a 
Gen. 1.8. 1. Cor. 1.2. AQs 9.21. 8 
Nap, Dauid in another pſalme touch 
eth narrowly theſe incloſers and depo / 


pulatoꝛs of fownes, ſpeaking thus to 


God. Thou haſt brought a vine out of 
Egypt (ſaith he) thou haſt caſt out the 
heathen , and planted it. No doubt 
Dauid heare ſpate typically of the vine 
Chzifts Church, which God hath in 
our dates bzonght ont of the Popes Ip" 


ſpiritua 


1 Gen. r. 


face 


Nay the hilles were coucred 
the ſhaddow of it. Many nobl 
men, very religiouſly and zealouſy 
Mar. 2.22. V39fefſed this religion, and dzanke the 
comfoztable wine of this vine. 
But here now followes the mi 
. -Clefe, here followes Sathan Jeſus 
Fial. 80.2. Ch:iſtgenemie. But why (ſaith Dauid) 
haſt thou pluct vp her hedge, that ow 
one that goeth by the way, hath a ſnat 
as we ſap) at this vine. The wild Boon 
ef the wood hath deſtroyed it, and the. 
wilde beaſts of the field, haue eaten uf 
yp. And the vineyard, which thy right 
hand hath planted, and the young vige 
which thou madeſt ſo ſtrong for thing 
owne ſclfe.It is burnt with fire and at 


donne. What doth all this mean} 


3 
I 
* 
2 
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| gae out of poperie, | 
— the Diveil. — 
loned vine, and this ſtrong vine, haue 

aur wilde Boares denoured, and our 

fierie couet ouſnes hath burnt vp; foz 

— on — 2 

ny materiall fer oꝛ vine? od 

tune this at tbeir hands? Doe they 
thinke,that de makes not high account, 


i euery chꝛiſtian ſoule? and doe they 
int knom, that he will be praiſed with ag. 20. 28, 


many mouthes ? And that Chailt, when 2. Cor. 9. 12 

rh e the multitude went vp to the Mat. 5-1 
bill to preach? and that he knoweth, 
how many haue ben in townes, in 
uns of poperie? and ſhall we now in 
the ligbt of the Goſpell , impare bis 
heepe ? dare we doe it? ſurely he will 
tmenge it. And let all ſuch depopula⸗ 
i w, chat they are but trauellers 
ut * oy. They ſhall not long conti⸗ 
with their N Jl 
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2.Sam. 20; 
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Gen. 22.17 
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that they ſhall be bleſſed, which goe 


- Toab-a blodte warrier and ſouldier 


could lay God forbid; that I ſhould de- 
uour or:deftroy the inheri of che 
Lord. And ſhall pꝛoleſſoʒs of the goſpell, 


be guiltte of. this ſinne, and depopulate 
townes? - | 0144, | 

At was one of Cods bleſſings which 
he pꝛomiled to Abraham, that he would 
greatly multiply his ſeede, as the ftarres 
of heauen, and as the ſand which is vp- 
on the ſea ſhore. And doe we thinke, 


about to depꝛiue him of this bleſſing? 
And Eſay likewiſe thus pꝛopheſieth of 
Chzifſts Church, Iwill power my ſpirit 
vpon thy ſeede, and my bleſſing ypon 
thy buddes, and they ſhall grow as 2. 
mongſt the graſſe, and as the willowes 
by the riuers of waters. By how many 
tipes here, doth the pꝛophet expꝛelle 
vnto vs Chꝛiſts Church. of ſœde, of 
buddes growing amongſt graſle, am n 
of willowes? and doe not all theſe, in / 
ſinuate vnto vs a multitude? They att iſ 4 
not Chꝛiſts friends but his enemies, 0 
that doe not nonriſh and cheriſh this i 
his ſ&de, in the boſome ol their ar” 


 16ftwo Siſter. 
that doe not comfozt theſe his baddes, 
with the curteſte of their ſpeeches, and 
which doe not water, theſe his wil- 
lowes, « with tbe continuall ſtreame of 
their liberalities. This was the cauſs 
whySalomon deſtred wiſdome of God. 
Thou haft made me King ouer-a great . Chr. 1.7 
people, like to the duſt of the earth. 
Giue me now wiſedome, and know- 
lege, &c. Salomon was but a type of 
Jelus Chꝛiſt: It that bis ſubiecs 
were like to the duſt ofthe earth; what 
hall * Chꝛiſts ſabiects be likened 
vnto ann 

J reade in a boke of the Swracy of Mundus 
France, ade by Bodinus, in the daies of imper. Rex. 
King Henry the ſecond (beſides Burgun- Sl. 
die) there Were numbred in France 27. 
thouſand villages With ſteeples. And in 
mother ſuruey of France, made in the 
reigne of Charles the ninth, it Was found 
that the number of the inhabitants there, 
pere aboue 1 5. millions of men. Did the 
French thus glo2ie in their multitudes 
of people; and ſhall not we much moze 
in Englaud ſ&ke to maintaine ours: 

And here J cannot bat take away 

C 2 ſome 


10. 1. 46. 


The humble Petition 


tome Fombling blockes: foz theſe Jn 
clofers perchaunce will flatter them⸗ 
ſelues and ſap, that it is but a ſmall vil⸗ 
lage chat they haue diſpeopled, oa 
finall farme oz cottage that they haue 
decaped oz pulled downe z and what 
doe you make ſo much to doe thereof? 


Cen.19.20 But let all ſuch know, that little Zoar 
Luk. f. 16. 


ſaued Lot: and Nazareth that obſcure 
citie whereof Nathaniell fat, can any 
good come out of Nazareth: it nurſed 
dur Santour-Jeſas, and gaue him a 
name which from bis croſſe to this day 
is honoꝛable. And Saint Paulteacheth 


* 27 vs plainely, that God hath choſen the 


weake things of the world, to confound 
the mightie things; and vile chin s, and 
things which are diſpiſed, hath God 
choſen. And dare any contemne'0} 
make light account of that? Nap ds 
ſtrop that which God hath choſen and 
maketh great account of > Out of that 
little village oꝛ poꝛe cottage which he 
bath decayed (whoſoener be is) might 
bane come one as god as himſelle. 
what may J ſay then of great huſband 
townes where many rich farmers, and 

cottages 
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coffages are decayed? Would any of vs 
willingly baue the little finger of his 
band cut off: nomoze no-doubt,-will 
Jeſus Chzilt ſuffer one poꝛe cottage, 
(which is as it were bis little finger) to 
becutoff, vnpuniſhed without repen- 
tance. There was a ſtatute made of 
late,foz the maintainance of tillage, and 
reedifping farmes decaped : It is to bs 
feared that God hath obſerued how 
diligent ſome were to ler the paze 
whipped, by a ſtatute made at the ſane 
time: and how ſlacke in theerecution of 
that other ac of reedifyinge plowing. 

Another Fumbling blocke is, that 
lome will ſay they muſt nedes main⸗ 
taine their Kates. And this cloake cos 
ners all their pꝛide, and couetonſnes. 
But let all ſuch know that reaſon thus. 
Pult they impare the Lozds inheri⸗ 
tance to maintaine their eſtates, euen 
they whom the Lozdbimſeife bath ad- 
Ki uanced? thep had better to be as pw2ze 
as Lazarus in ſtate and condition; nap, 
they bad better neuer haue been bozne, 

then to exault themſelues to impare LK. 16 10 
his inheritance. Oh let theſe men of all 
| C 3 others 


T k ry ? eP 2, j of n 
others take bhede of this ingratitude. 
Let the example ol Ring Saule terrifie 
, them, who being made ol a pie a- 
3 co2ne, a mightie dane, and of a ſeeker 
1. 82 mh. 5. 16 Of his fathers aſſes, the firſt King of I. 
rael, pet afterwarvsfo2 his vathanke- 
ſumes and diſobedtence, he and. all his 
1 Sam. 16. Poſteritie was quite reiected of God 
28. for euer from the kingdome. | 
"Let Jeſas' Chzilts example teach 
and moue them, who to doe vs god did 
not reſpect his eſtate, being equall with 
God (as Saint Paul teacheth vs) but 
humbled himſelfe, and became as a 
ſeruant.He waſhed his apoſtles feete and 
became obedient to the death of the 
croſſe. And what is the greateſt ol our 
eſtates in compar iſon. of his 2 Surely 
euen like a little mould hill to a moun⸗ 
taine. And ſhall we thinke much, fo 
impare our eſtates to doe our b2ethzen 
god 2 nay ſhall we hurt them to main- 
taine it? nay ſhall we diſhonour God? 
Oh not Chꝛiſts diſciples, but Mam- 
mons woꝛldlings! There were as ma⸗ 
ny noble men, and gentlemen, in Eng- 
land heretofoze, as axe now, and — 
gr 
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une! They did not in the 
Popes darke king dome depopulate 
townes; and ſhall we in the ligbt of 
the goſpell 2 Can we maintaine our 
effates, by no wap elſe, but by impa⸗ 
ring the Lo2ds inheritance. : let that 
be karre from vs. If Inclolers woulo 
be content with the auncient apparrell, 
andhonſes and dyet of their anceſtozs, 
asthep are not aſhamed of theirlands ; 
they neede neuer raiſe rents, noz im⸗ 
pꝛoue their lands. \ 
Thep which ſtand ſo much on this 
point, that they muſt maintaine their 
eſtates, know not what hamillitie is. 
All Chꝛiſts diſciples muſt be humble. 
And humilitte is to deſcend adegre oz , 
two from our eſtate, and not to ſœke 
to maintaine it: Surely that is a ſpice 
of pꝛide. The daunger and grieuoulnes 
ol this finne makes me in all humilitie 
to wzite thus. It is tobe feared that 
God map now complaine as he did in 
the dates of Jeremy: Can a virgin for- 
get her ornament, or a bride = at- 


Mach, 


ler.2, 31. | 


tire? yet my people haue forgotten me, 
C 4 daics 
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As it is in 
the He · 
brew. 
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ned and em. Why doe you 
as it were now at laſt, begin to — 
your waies good againe; to purchaſe 
my loue? yea euen herein, thou decla- 
reſt, that thy waies are euill. For in thy 
wings are found the blood of ſoules, of 
poore innocents. Thou haſt not found 
them with mattockes in their hands, 
ſuch as are mentioned in Exodus, 
where theeues are {aid with mattockes 
to digge thorow walles, and to enter 
into houſes by night, but abone all theſe 
(ſaith the pꝛophet) no doubt with grea 
ter inſtruments, euen to pull dawne 
houſes and townes And yet thou ſaieſt, 
becauſe I am guiltleſſe, ſurely his wrath 
ſhall turne from me. Behold I will enter 
with thee into iudgement, becauſe thou 
ſayeſt, thou haſt not ſinned. Jncloſers 
are as guiltie of theſe ſinnes, as were 
thole Jewes. Foz after their incloſure, 
they will goe about to make good 
their waies, and they will giue ſome 
poze widowes cowegates in their 
cloſes, as it were ta purchaſe Gods 
fauour, whereas (as thoſe = 
7 
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. 
Nap, and thep haue alſo in their hands 
not mattockes, 'but greater inffru- 
ments then thoſe, euen to pull downe 
farmes and fownes. And yet neuer. 
theleſſe- they ſay (as the Jewes did) 
that they are not guiltie. Therefore (ſaith 
God) Iwill enter into iudgement with 
then. And this mayſ&me to be another 
cauſe, of the plague amongſt vs at this 
day. We ſinne in worldly cares, and in 
exceſſe in our diet, whereof our bleed 
Daulour biddes vs take herde; weer Lk. 21. 
tiede in our ately buildings, which the 
Pzophet Eſay and Tercmie plainely re- E. 1 15. 
Noue 3 we inne in vanitie of apparell ler. 22.14. 
which the Pꝛophet Zephanie con- Zeph. 1. 8. 
demnes; and we account theſe no ſins: 
be ſap that we are guiltles and there- 
ſote doth God enter with vs into judge- 
nent: whereas it is the firſt leſſon 
that the Apoſtle Saint Peter giues vs 
which litte in the end of the woꝛld, that 
veſhould be ſober;and kepe(no doubt) 1. Pet. 4.7. 
Mt bolp meane in all our wozlbly 
Ares; in our diet, in our apparrell, in 
our 


humble Petition 


33 — 
1 and to conciude in al 


things, 
| " But that whichfollowes inthe Pri 
phet, ſhattpzone them guiltie and con 
demne them Why laboureſt thou ſo 
much Ganth the Prophet) tochan ge thy 
waies, and to make them ſeeme — 
thou ſhalt be confounded of Ægypt, a 
thou art alſo confouned of Aſbur; that 
is, as the dead Paganes condemm 
thee, lo ſhall the blind Egyptians am 
Papiſts condemne the alſo. And hen 
firſt; did the Paganes deale ſo hardly 
with their tenants! Pharaoh the E 
gyptian, map teach all Incloſers am 
Landlo2ds, chziſtian charitte, and the 
communicating of their lands and com 
modittes to their tenants, Behold(ſaith 
Gen.47.23 Joſeph) I haue bought you this day, and 
your land for Pharaoh, and foure pars 
ſhal be yours, for the ſeede of your fiel 
and for your meate, and for them d i 
your houſehold, & for your — — 
eate. Here firſt we map note, that ti 
Egyptiã king, would bane tillage ma 
tained: Then, that althongh he nl - fro 


chaſed their land, pet he dealt courte» 
dullp with bis tenants, and had a care, 
both ol the ſeed of their land, and of 
their families: and ſhall not Chꝛiſtians 
much moze haue this care of their bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, whoſe land comes bp tnher(- 
inte He gaue them ſæde, and pet he 
required but a fift part for his rent: Oh 
eaſle rent ! this ſhall condemne one dap 
dur couetous rents, and crnell exact 
ens at our bꝛethꝛens hands. This mer- 
cifull Pharaoh was bleſſed of God: but Exod. . 17. 
sconetous ſucteſſoꝛ, that laid heauſe 
burdens on Gods people, and ſaid as 
Incloſersſay now, The people ate too Exed.14.27 
nuch idle, they muſt haue more worke 
impoſed ypon them, was drowned in 
e Sea: let them chuſe now, whether of 
eſe they will follows. Much · a god 
ndloꝛd alſo was lob, not in Iewrie, but 
the land of Hus. If my land riſe a- lob. 3 1. 34 
gunſt mee (ſaith he) and the furrowes 
ereof weepe and waile: and if that! 
baue eaten of the heart thereof without 
money, or haue made the ſoules of the 
maſters thereof pant: Then let thiſtles 
growe in ſtead of wheate, and cockle in 


ſtead 
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Read of barly : — 
that Job neuer eate the ſtrength or han 


of his land, but he payed foz theplow- 
ing ol it, contrarie to manp landlozds 
amongit vs, who will let their lands at 
great rents, and will make their te- 
nants-plow with then (gratis) and fo; 
nothing. Secondly, that he calls his te- 

nants maſters of his land: but manp # 
mong{ vs make their tenants by their 
erceſſiue payments, as god as bond 
flanes. They did not ſo much as once 
pant or blow in the tilling of it, they 
plowed it iopfullp, and at their eaſe, 

Butmany tenants now adaies, doe not 

pant at their plowes, but ſigh, caring 

bow they map pay their rents. 

Job alſo did never cate his morſell 2 
lone;if he had but one diſh, the poꝛe had 
euer ſome part thereof: and ſhall Jv 
cloſers thinke much to p&lb vnto them 
ſome part of their graſe ? ſhall they 
Cut them out of their fields, whom he 
admitted dailp to his table? And if pet- 
chance they thinke that this was very 
much, and that enery one is not bound 
to doe ſo: let them marke = 

| a 


—_——_ > wm ᷣ es. 


SSS D=> == =»>m oa ow 


3 Fry 4 - * 


makin x big epitile doth charge 6 
uery to doe moze than this: 
that thou haſt the worlds good, and 


ſee'thy brother want (ſaith be) and 
ſhutteſt vp thy very eutrals, or bowels 
om him, how dwelleth the loue of 
Codin chee ? If thy bother beg of hee, 


Nuit thou deny bim? Nap,by this plate 


thou art plainely tommaunded, if thon 
telt him want, though her holde his 
peace, and craue nothing ol ther, to helpe 
him; and that not in opening thy purſe 
to gine bim money, but in opening thy 

bowels vnto him; and in doing to 
him, as thou wouldeſt haue done to 


1. lab. 3. 17 


bine owne ſelfe. Then it ſo be that his Mat. 7. 12. 


cowe lacke graſſe, wilt thou not let her 
common in thy paſfures ? If he lacke 
an houſe, wilt thou not pꝛouide one 
fo; him? Nap Saint Iohn teacheth tha 
platnely here, to doe moꝛe foz him then 
alltheſe, cuen to receiuc him, not into 
thy fields, oz houſe, but (if it were pol⸗ 
ſible) into thine owne bowels : and this 
was that common falutation among 
the Jewes (like vnto our god moz⸗ 
tow) your ſoule liueth in me, ag aps 


* 


| The humble Petition 
1. Sam. 1. peareth by the faluration of Anna to 
17. Elie, and the ſalutation of Gedeon to 
A the Angell, which is as much as to ſay 
Iudg.6.13, l Iwiſh to you euen as tomy owne ſoule 
Foz ſo it is in the Þebzew tert. O 
that this ſalutation were pzonounced 
daily, not in mouth onelp, but in our 
dealings pꝛadiſed amongſt vs chꝛiſt⸗ 
ans, which no doubt ought to be; 1 
both Saint Paul and Peter, doe com 
mannd all chziſtians. Fullfill my ioy 
Phil. 2.2. th Saint Paul) that ye be like min. 
d, or of one minde together: Am 
1. Pet. a. &. Saint Peter, finally be ye all of ont It 
minde.. - 
Such a mercifult man was Mord 
Heſtro, 3. che the Jew, of whom we reade thus 
And Mordoche the Iew was ſecondtoit 
Ahaſhuerus, and great amongſt the 
Iewes, and accepted ( Ratſu)ſuch a one u 
bis bzethzen weuld haue wiſhed , whole 
procured the wealth of his people, and 
ſpake peaccably to ail his ſeede, wh 
though hee were lately aduanced, . th 
dignitie and wo:ſhip ; pet ved no . 
theſe meanos, to maintaine his eſtate 


Oh that incloſers who pꝛoleſſe 6 
nan 


two Sisters 

to Wew!As fo} the blinde Egpptians, tha 

(ay Ws the Papiſts, howtbey baue exce lled 

ule, WHncioiers in the wozkes of charitie, 

Oh euerp towne almoſt tells ther: which 
»Mownes they baue left to their ſucceſ⸗ | 

ou ens, like the winges of a doue which Pal68.13. 

if Wis couered with filuer : and Incloſers 

lache away theſe golden fethers from 

om them, and leaue them not ſo god as 

ioj I cbep tound them. Thus Incloſers may 

nin Nplaine ly ſe hom that not only dead Aſ- 

Am ur, but blinde Egypt doth confotind 


One eien | 
But theſe Incloſers alledge that ſay⸗ 

do Ning ok the goſpell, Is it not lav full for me Marth. 20. 
thus to doe with mine owne as Iliſt? They 7. 

nd io muſt remember that parable repꝛeſents 
t the onto vs that great Landlo2d of all 
ne vMLandlozds,the King of Heauen;be map 
 whofſlay ſo only,andnone elſe. They muſt al- 
, andMloremember that ſaying of thePſalme: 
vba And he gaue them the lands of the hea- I 1 | 
ed, U chen, and they tooke the labour of the ,, * 
ed no people in poſſeſſion, that they might 
eſtate keepe his ſtatutes, and obſerue his lawes. 
ſe th God hath giuen them the earth in un 
nan u 


* 
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of thy Cou „ and from 

kindred — — — * 

to the land that I will ſhew thee; and[ 

will make thee a great nation, and vil 

bleſſe thee, and will make thy nam 

"4 great, and thouſhaltbe a b . 
Ben. 4. 1. Chziſtians muſt be Abrahams ſonnes 
And account this commaundement of 

God ſpoken vnto them, and goe ont (by 

their lones, affectfons, ſtudies 4 cares) 

of their father Adams houſe, that is, tht 

Wwo2ld; and liue here in this woꝛld, 4s 

their father Abraham did, like poꝛe pl 

grims and trauatlers: and then ſhall 

God bleſſe them, and make them a bitch 

ſing, euen the very members of Jeſus 

Chziſt : who alſo when as he was ill 

this wozlv, followed thoſe wry my 
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| t not lawfull foz ds to ve. the 

i earth tothe molt aduantage : This is 

Bl their oxime andpzinciple: but Abra- 
ham and Saint Paul doe tell them, that 
they ſhould vſe it as though they vſedit r.Cor,7.zt 
not. That they ſhould vſe it as wiſe 
tranailers doe their Innes in their iour · 
nies; who ſeke not fo2 gaine 02 ſuper 
fluitie there; who care foz no moze 
then will ſerne their turnes. Let the 
inhabitants of the earth ſ@ke to make 
their moſt adnantage thereof: But let 
n Chꝛiſtians who dwell therein as Gen. 14. 3. 
Pilgrims, ſ&ke foz no moze then will 
lerue their turnes; let them goe ont of 
their countries in heart andaffecion, 
with Abraham their father, and be He- 
met, that is, paſſengers with him, as 
the Hebzne woꝛd ſignifies, and not Ca- 
wnites,that is, Parchants, whole trade 
is in this life. Thus much Abraham, the Zach. 14.21 
father of the faithfull Iewes, and the ve⸗ 
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ty name ol the Debꝛues dothceach them 
a leffon woztb the learning; los this is 


much in loue with this earth, moze 
than our — —— e than 

Pagans haue been. 
Numb. 22. 


24. ther, did not incloſe tbem: as the field of 
Eſay.5-2- Boaz, which lay altogether and pet was 
Tro. 243. not meloſed, plainely pꝛoues. Their Or- 
chards and Vineyards were walled a. 
Toſh. 15. 45 bout their common fields were boun- 
Deut. 27 n. ded with ſtones or mountaines: But our 
Mauh. f. a0 ti ghteouſnes muſt exceed theits, and 
therefaze we eught not to incloſe. 
Exod· 23. 10 Among the Jewes alſo, euery ** 
the poote might gleane in their fie 
and they were commaunded not to — 
them too cleane, but to leaue ſomething 
for the poore, and not to gather in the 
outſides of their fields, but to leaue them 
alſo for the poore. Boaz, did very no- 
tably fulfill this lawe. Nap, euery ſe- 
uenth yeere, what grew in their corne- 
| fields of it owne accord,they were com- 
deut. 24. 9 Maunded to ſaue, and to ſuſſer the poore 
Leut. 25. to gather and reape it. And doth not this 
4 plainly 
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the ſinne of our age, that ww are to 
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The poore muſt haueſomething 
— euery yeere for to gleane, and 
they muſt haue euery ſenenth yeereall 
the whole crop pe that grew of it owtie 
accord. And were not the Jewes then 
e⸗ bound to ſowe their fields, ſo that the 
of pe in Iewery had good and plentifull 
gleanings left them euery yeere and the 
whole croppe of rich mens lands eue- 
iy ſeuenth yeere? But Jncloſers will 
n- cut ſhoꝛt all this, foz neither will they 
ur W ſowe any thing at all, and ſo bar them 
nd ok their gleaning and reaping;o2 if they 
ſowe any {mall quantitte , they will 
ere Wl rake ſocleane, that the poze ſhall get 
ds, very little that conimeth to gleane af- 
ake ter their rakers, 
ing The Pꝛophet Ieremie doth pꝛophe⸗ lere. 31. 5. 
the e ol the returne of the Jewes from Ba- 
em dylon ont of captiuitie, and vnder the 
no- F type of them. of Chꝛiſts Church thus. 
ſe - 0 virgine Iſrael, thou ſhalt be adorned 
me- vith the Timbrell, and thou {halt goe 
oM- forth with the dance of them that be 
zore loyfull : Thou ſhalt yet plant vines on 
the mountaines of Samaria , and the Epheſ.q.6. 
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planters, that plant them, ſhall make 
them common. Ag-Chziſts Church 
bathacommon Father, and a common 
Sauiour, and common Sacraments, and 
a common country, t a common inheri- 
tance in Heauen : (0 on earth ſhe ſhould 
alſo haue a bꝛotherly communitie in her 
earthly affaires; and ſhe ſhould make 
her grapes common. This did the 
Jewcs in the ſhadowe; and ſhall not 
Chꝛiſtians doe thus much moze in the 
clere ſunne - ſhine of the Goſpell ? 


The fourth reaſon; this Incloſure is 


againſt the eſtate of Chriſts Churc 


and kingdom. 


2.60.18, FP thus pꝛopheſteth of it: Violence 

and hard dealing ſhall no more bee 

heard of in the — neither deſolatiou 

nor deſtruction within thy borders, but 

| thou ſhalt call ſaluation thy wals (of a 
8 7:ſbunga- Woꝛd deriued of the name of Jeſug)and 
ThE praiſe, thy gates. Dur wals ſhould taſte 
14} of the loue of Jeſus, and ſhould be like 
bim; they ſhuld all be built offree Cones, 

and not of flint ſtones; and all our gates 

ſhould 
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chould ner we only neuer wt 
lote aut ol birt we ſhould be mer⸗ 
rp and 
nants of-thiskingdome : Is not there 
hard dealing and violence almoſt in all 
plates complained of:? Are not their de⸗ 
ſolations and pulling downe of farmes, 
apparant in enery mans eyes: Are the 
wals and dwelling bonuſes of their te- 
nants built of free fone, and not rather 
'8 of flint one:? Doe their rents taſte of 
Jeſus Chit, and not rather of woꝛldly 
toustouſnes:? Are the dozes of their 
is tenants houſes pꝛaiſe, and not rather 
ch I lamentation,ſighing and mourning'? 
| And againe, he deſcribes vnto vs the 
eſtate of Chꝛiſts Church, thus: The 
Wolfe ſhall dwell with thelambe, &c; 
And, the Cow and the Beare ſhall feede, 
their yong ones ſnall lie together, c. 
This communitie of dwelling, Inclo⸗ 
lers do ſomtimes take away in Chziſts 
Church: foz they will haue no man al- 
moſt dwell neere them. Wee map ſee 
many of their honſes built alone, like 
Ravens neſts, no birds building neere 
them; but eſpectally this communitie of 
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fedig.thep ing, they ke not of. They willeate 
their es by themſelues, thep will 
haue none to enter common with them. 


Geminianus à verp learned man, agree⸗ 


ing herein with the Prophet Eſay, 
bozites thus very excellentliy; Good men 
euer loue a common and ſociable life , and 
they flie ſingularities or ſolitarineſſe by the 
example of Bees: For Bees, ag Ambroſe 
wzites, doe chuſe vnto them a common 
manſion or dVveling , and they are all ſbat 
vp with one doore, and they all labour toge- 
ther; their meate 15 common , 4s alſo their 
Works; as they Worke together ſo alſo they 
eate together. Their accupation(as I may 
ſo tearme it) common, and their gaine i 
common, and their ſmarming is common. 
And hath God giuen Bees theſe excel⸗ 
lent vertues in vaine, oz foz themſelueg 
onelp, t not rather to teach men Chꝛi⸗ 
ffian charity, and humane ſocietyꝰ Such 
angrie creatures doe thus loue, and liue 
in common together, and ſhal not much 
moꝛe men, to whom God hath giuen no 
ſtings? Nap, Chꝛiſtians, to whome 
bee hath giuen that loning and ſociable 
done ol his holy Spirit? Th 
8 
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Lhbe P2ophet Micah alſo thus de- * 
lertbes vnto vs the eſtate of all Gods a 
people in his Church, But they ſhall ſit Micah. +4, 
euery matrynder his vine, and under his 
. „ and none ſhall make them 
raid: for the mouth of the Lord hath 
ſpoken it. Where the Hebꝛe we wozde 
(Charadh) ſignifies to moaue one with 
thougbt, and care. All ſhall live merily 
in Chꝛiſts Church, they ſhall neuer 
leare thought noꝛ care, much leſſe taſte 
of if. And doe not Incloſers, not onely 
make their Tenants feare thought and 
care, but alſo fill their heads with it 2 
England hath been famous thzoughout 
all Chꝛiſtendome by the name of merie 
England: but couetous Jncloſers haue 
taken this ioy and mirth awap; ſo that 
it may be now called lighting 02 ſoʒow⸗ 
bats fallEn — 
ngland we haue euer had thꝛee 
line — ; 5 Spirituall, Temporall, 
nuch and the Commons, And theſe Com⸗ 
nno mons are diuided againe into Gentle- 
ome men, Yeomen, and Husbandmen. But 
lable in other countrepes there is no Yco- 
manric, but only in England. In France 
The D 4 all 
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all are Gentlemen, Peſants: In Den. 
marke all are Noblemen, oꝝ Ruſtici; as 
they te arme them: and in High & Love 
Germanie there art the Nobility, and 
the Boores. Ss that, Gentlemen which 
are Incloſers, ouer thꝛowing the Peo⸗ 
manrie, and decaying the Communal- 
ty, doe blotte out the ancient gloꝛy of 
England: foz, no douht, by the ſtrength 
and hands of theſe two, baue hren here⸗ 
totoꝛs euer obtained. our admirahle con 
queſts, and moſt famous victo2tes 
tbzoughout all Cbꝛiſtendome. Ho that 
nowe theſe Incloſers doe goe abant to 
make England as barbarous , and as 
weake in this reſpect,as other nations. 
Nay let them take heed that they pꝛout 
not themſelues Egpptians : foz not the 
countrep, but the conditions qmaners, 
are wont to giue names. As wee may 
learne ont ofthe Pꝛophet Eſay, where⸗ 
as hee calles the Noblemen of Iewric 
Pꝛinces ofSodome; and the people, the 
people of Gomorah:though neither they 
noz their anceſtozs were bozne there. 
So Ifeare we haue ſome Landlozds of 
Egypt in England: fog (Mit ſraim) the 

name 
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— and bere their bethzene 
Letthem take bhede; the name agrees 
vnto them: let them feare the puniſhe 
ment: God is the ſame God ſtill. Be 
that hard the grones, and ſigbes of his pa1in.102. 
re- people in Egypt, and came downe to 27. 

n deler them: will no doubt doe the * 7.8 
les ame in England. 

hat JA baue heard of an olde pꝛopbelle, 

to that bozne and thoꝛne ſhall make Eng- 

as land fozlozne. Inclaſers verifie this, by 

ns. their ſhepe and hedges at this day, 

zue MLhep killpwze mens hearts, by taking 

the rom them their auncient commons, 

rs, Ito make ſherpe paſtures of ; and by 

ay Rimpoſiug vpon them great rents, and 

re ⸗ Wydecaping tillage; ſo that now they 

rie re fozlozne hauing no fop to line in the 

hey And accoꝛzding to theſe ſhadowes, 

xe, Maint Iohn deſcribeth to vs the truth 

g of N Cbꝛiſt Church : But if that we walke 1 10h. 1.5. 
the light (aith he) as he is in light we 

me haue 
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hauefellowſhip one with another; and 
the blood of Ieſus Chriſt his | ſonne 
cleanſeth vs from all our ſinnes. Here 
is, euen to koꝛte vs to the communica 
ting ok our vile earth, one to another, 
the communicating of Jeſus Chꝛiſts Wi 
molk pꝛetious blod : as though they, 
which would not maintaine this chu Ir 
Klan communion and fellowſhip a 
mong themſelues, ſhouid not be parts 
kers of that: they are not childzen of 
God, but childzen of the diuell, that Mt 
walke not in this light; they are not M; 
of Gods family and Church, but of 
Sathans Synagogue, that haue not Mt 
- thisfellowſhip among themſelues. And Mt 

r.Tim.s.r# ®aint Paul commaundes Timothie,and Ide 
in him all miniſters, to teach rich men 
this ſame lefon; Charge them that be 
rich in this world that they be not high 
minded &c. but to be very readie to giue 
and to bee zowass making common 
their talents among their brethren : but 
Incloſers doe not ſo. 

To conclude this point: Eſay in bis all 
pꝛopheſte, may ſœme to teach, and touch in 
vs alſo very narrobwlp, that *. — 

nder 
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nd — — of Nuene 
ne = h, and doe now line vndet the 
| e and religious gouernment of 
bes: ko he alſo pꝛapheſied in .,, 
t e Dat of godly Ezechias, to whom ©* 
ththeſe may be campared. And God 
re tomplaines, that when as he had 
plamed a moſt pleaſant vine in Tewrie, | 
and had hedged-it from the hands of 
the enemte, and had picked out of it 
ſtones that is many, vnpꝛoſi table mem⸗ 
ers and traytoꝛs, and when he had 
lanted a wine: preſſe in it, that is, a fas 
nauſe ſchwle of the pꝛophets which 
enn p&ld vnto them the moſt plea: , 
wine, and alſo had built in the mids ing 4. 
if of it a Barely tower of defence,euen'sy 
moſt godly and migbtie pꝛince ans 
magiſtrate ; pet fo2 all theſe benefits, 
hen as be [oked fo2 ſwete grapes at 
heir hands, they bꝛought fozth ſower 
grapes. And hath he not beſtowedall 
theſefozmer benefits and bleſings vp- 
in vs in England? He is very vnihank- 
oz ſtarke blinde that will not ac- 
pledge this: and yet foꝛ all theſe 
— theſe. Jucloſers (with thoſe 
vnkinde 
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And what theſe: ſower grapes are, 


tbe pꝛophet Eſay after moſt manifeſth 


Heweth vs. Woe vnto them (ſaith he) i 
that ioync houſe to houſe, and lay field 
to field, till there be noe place, that you 


may be placed by your ſelues in the 


middeſt of the earth. Js not this the 


marke that Incloſers doe atme at: u 
be placed alone by themſelnes on the 


tarth:? But to ſuch ſtragling cherp, fron 


the holy fellowſhip of the Lozds flockt, 


thepzophet here, crieth woe. And an e 


not thele plainely the grapes that Ji Mt 


cloſers doe peldztofopne field to field: Wa 


and theſe, they account gatnefull and 


pleaſant grapes. Oh men deſperately 
ficke, whoſe montbes are thus out of 


taſte! And doe they thinke that G 


will take theſe grapes at their hands: 


What talke they of the g@dnes of War 
their land, that it is woꝛth this, oz that: e 
let them pꝛaiſe God that they enloy it. Int 
Af he had not hedged it about; not long e 


fince, the cruel Spanyard had deuoure 
vs all. Oh remembꝛing this, let th 
offer ſwete and mol pleaſant grapes 


{i 


— * 4 - ” — 8 y 0 1 - * 
* # 8 * 
* v * io 


7 {nfo —— 4 
re; > with their pwze tennants as is 
| ble. All the mertie which they tan 
is nothing to that mercie, which 
» hath hewed to them alreadie; nap, 
t he muſt Hew to them hereafter: 
nale they ſhalbe damned. And let them 
ake herde; for with what meaſure they Mar. 7. . 
joe now meate, ſhall be meaſured to 
hem againe: as it was done to that rich 
n, who, as he would not giue a crum Lak. 16.21. 
r droppe here on earth, ſo he could Hot 
one crumme or drop e — —— 
n graunted him in he 
cry father Abraham — — loud, 
0 uncharitable and vnmercifull faith 
ould: doe him no ged; - no- moze ſhall 
heirs pꝛophet them: Let all men marke 
hi s well. It is written for our learning. nan 
let them marke weil what mea; 
| Wore ie of mercie they now gine; and let 
hat: dem be ſure, that they gine meaſure 
py it, Wnough: foz, without all doubt, at that 
long Way, they hall receiue the ſame againe. 
uredWnd- J pzonounce vnto them, that, doe 
gem pat they can, they ſhall ſtand neede 
apes it all. Let them not flatter themſelues 
vnto in 


* ThehumbtePetition. 


wetting mall trifles; and in; 


uing the patring of their nales, and tt 
things which they map well — 


en i la as unt Peter telles'vs, at tber dy ff 
the iuſt man ſhall ſcarcely be ſaued: aui 
WEILL caſe ſhall vnmerciſall men 
bein: Den 
The Af reaſon is; that this Inclofure 

| neee charitic. | 


e 
x.Cor.13.5 Game Paul ſaith, Chatitie ſeekech ali 
Phil. 2. 4. her owne things, but euery man allo 
theithings'of other men. But the 
Incloſers reſpect onely theit ou 
commodities, and therefoꝛe it is again 
char itie. It was the vopce of Cain, a 
not of Sheth, noz of Gods Church, ag 
Gen. 4. . I my brothers keeper? andeucn at thigh! 
day they are of Cains petegre, and nt 
of Gods family, that haue no care 
the wealth and wellfare of their b th 
thꝛen. D 
This Incloſure is alſo againſt the 
lone which Jeſas Chꝛiſt commaundF* 
2. Cor. 8. 9. andſhewed towards vs; ye know te 
grace of our Lord leſus Chriſt (altggeꝛe 
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25 of f two d. Siſter: ee t% R 
2 chor he being rich, — 
__ Ie em por — rich. And 
e might be m f 
pu giue you * my counſell, and 2. Cor. l. 
and en in bn ds herein, This is alſo that. 
wal gur Sauiour Chailt,. which be 
 Ecaſtely commaunds all his, To loue 10. 3.34. 
ne another, as he hath loued them, and 10.1 5. 13. 
„url that with a repetition. This is Saint 
Pauls aduiſe; fo2 our hꝛethzens ſakes, 2. Cor. 8.10 
tuen to become pwze to doe them god. 
zut Incloſers doe not thus, theyſ&ke 
heir owne wealth and riches, theres 
e thep contradict both our Dauiours 
ne aw, and Saint Pauls aduiſe. 
nun The molt comfoztable woꝛds of our 
leſſed Sauiour, euen the firſt and moſt 
Mopfull meſſage that he ſent to his Apo⸗ 
tles after his reſurrection were theſe, 
de to my brethren and ſay vnto them, 10 20, 17. 
laſcend vnto my, father and to your fa- 
ther, to my God and to your God. 
eh fopfull newes | Shall we not be» 
x eue this? And if we doe, ſhall we not 
unde to unt indeede al Chꝛiſtians now, aur 
th nethꝛen : euen our moſt niere and deere 
(ſait}*thzen 2 which bzotherhode our Dae 
ain atour 


. 8 he is become a fi us J 
and lan aliant to his en ET | 
And is not Jeſus Chziſt, in his u 

bers amongſt vs, in this Rate cy 1 

- now2andmap henotſeme to. maket 
ſame complaint? UWhoſoener lets! 
farme, 02 ſels any thing to bis bꝛotbet, 
doth he not deale with him, as with! 
ſtranger + doth he not make him pay 
fo2 it to the vttermoſt 2 Pap, — 
times moꝛe then it is wozth: A Turke 
might haue it as cheape at our ham 

- as A Chuſtian. And map not. Jelu⸗ 
Chꝛiſt then luſtly ſape, that hee is 
become a ſtranger to his brethren? 
ſurelp as great a ſtranger, in his mem 
bers to Ch:iſtians , as he was in his 
owne perſon to the Jewes.Fo? as they 

Mar.26. 24 gaue him vineger and gall to drinke; (0 

many now giue to their bzethzen; and 
eſpecially Jnclolers giue this dzinket0 
their poꝛe tenants, * 

e n 
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wales that he may be 
wuntirull fb others. So was the widowy 1. king. 17. 
of Sareptab, that ſhee might feeve Elias; 15. | 
and ſo was that widow im the Goſpell, Lz. 
which-onr- Sauiour ſo highly com 
mends; That ſhe might give ſome thing 
into the treaſurie of God, ſhe gaue 
ber liuing, and punſſhed her ſeifs. S0 
was that Samaritan and that ſtranger 
amongſt the Jewes ( whoſe example all Luk. 10 37. 
that will be accounted neighbours gur 
Dauiour commaunds to follow)to that 
wounded man. He ſet him on his owne: 
beaſt : he went a fote himſelfe ; and! 
toke paines that he might ride. Do 
were all the Church of Macedonia, as 
Saint Paul ſheweth, in their extreame , Cox. f. 2. 
pouertie rich in liberalitie to the poore. 
They pinched themſelnes; that they 
might be liber all to them. Doe Inclo⸗ 
lers follow theſe examples: doe they 
pinch themſelues that they may doe 
their bzethzen god 2 Shall not all theſe 
tramples, of Jewes, widowes, ſtran⸗ 
gers, and Pacedonians moue them? 
E They 
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They dor quite contrarſe ; and they 
thinke, that they map doe it lawfylly; 
that ta, tbey mayleke their owne com- 


moditie howſoeuer that their bzethzen 
fare: ſureip this is not charitie. All 
Sic vas ne Gods creatures may ſceme to teach vs 
vobu, vel. this leſſon, as Virgils verſes auouch. 
lera fertis The ſhepe: beareth not his ice, noz 
duenne. the are his wake lo; bimſelfe, nos the 


bees ho2de vp their honep, but all fo; 
dur ble. Nap, thoſe ercellent crea- 


tures; the Sunne, the Pone and ſtars, 


how continually doe they runne their 


courſes.fo2 aut commoditie? And ſhall 


not we take paines and pinch our ſelues 
to doe our 'bzethzen god? And will not 
Incloſers learne this leſſon, being 
taught it by ſo many ſchaole-maiſers ? 


A am verelp perſwaded, that God hath 


ſent of late vnſeaſonable weather, eſpe- 
cially in the hay-harueſt, to teach Jn- 
clofers what an acre of their incloſed 
paſture ground (which they doe matze 
fo great a reckoning of ) is wozth, 
Foz they hap-harueſts, which pteldes 
meate fo2 their ſhepe, hath been lately 
vnſeaſonable and wet: but the coꝛne 
| harueſts 


| 
{ 
l 
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barneſts which peeldes meate fo2. his Iob.r2.8, 

ſheep(the poore) the Lozdbathbleſſed: 

Oz elſe no doubt, if the toꝛne harue® 

had bin as wet as the hay harueſt was, 

there would haue been a great dearthof 

cozne, to the vndoing of the pooze. But 

our moſt louing God, to declare the loue 

that he beares ts his owne ſheepe; and 

the ſmall care, in compariſon, that hee 

of their cheepe; hath as it were plagued 

the hap-harueſt of their ſheep, and bleſ-: 

ſedthecone-harueſt of his own thepe; 

faz nothing chanceth in vaine. And Mat. 10.29 

therekoze whereas Incloſers doe b2ge, 

the goodnelle ol the ground, and the be⸗ 

nefit of inclofure , and that an acre of 

their incloſed medow and paſfure , is 

wozththas much; they mult conſider, 

b vnles God ſend ſeaſonable weather, it 

map pꝛoue almoſt woꝛth nothing: they 

mult learne to let God haue a chief part 

of their rents reſerued to him. Vnleſſe 

he keepe for vs the appoynted weekes of © 

the harueſt, as Ieremie teacheth, what is 

Ml our land oz labour taken about it 

woꝛth? No doubt our anceſfozs had 

anlideration hereof, in letting their 
E 2 lands 


er. 5.24. | } 
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lands; which were ſo eaſily rented, that 


The humble Petition 


the tenant might haue the rent what 
weather ſoeuer God ſent : and this was 
Chaifianchatitie. But this charity is 
now baniched out of the wozlde: The 
Incloſer will haue his great rent, hee 
will not abate one pente what weather 
ſoeuer come. One writes that the poore 
husbandman is more cruelly dealt with- 
all then the aſſe; whom his maſter, if that 
the weather or the way prooue not con- 
uenient and good, will eaſe of his bur- 


den: But huſbandmen, come faire. come 


foule weather, are nothing pitied; they 
mult beare till their accuſtomed bur-' 
dens,be theynener ſo greaf, 

This 'p2aciſe of Chꝛiſtian charitie 
was vſed in the Pꝛimatiue Church. And 
the multitude of them which beleeued 
(faith . Luke) were of one heart, and 


of one ſoule, neither any of them ſaid or 


accompted, that, that which hee poſſeſ- 

ſed, was his own. But they had all things 
common. Common like Chziſtians, not 
like Anabaptiſts: common in vfe, nat 
in pꝛopertie. Foz Ananias poſſeſſion 
was his owne, to haue either ere — 
0 


Angels are moſt bappie and bleſſed, bo 


N 1 * *, . 27 18 


ſold it, as Peter told him. DO was alſp - 
all other mens poſſeſſions and goods, 
but no man accompted it as his owne. 
Lodouicus Viues, à bery learned man, 
thus deſcribes Cbꝛiſtian charitie: 77 
lone, ſaith he, i the happieſt and the beſt pntrodulł 
thing in the World. and therefore Gad and ad ſapient 


lone moſt. Aud to hate is the worſt: a, 
moſt miſerable thing in the Worid. And for 

this cauſe the denils are moſt miſerable. 
And alter, leſt any man ſhould coine to 
bimſelle a counterfeite Chꝛiſtian chari· 

tie; this true charitie makes all things 
equall; here that flonriſheth,n0 man defs. 

reth to be preferred before another, no man 

Will deſire to take away any thing from him 

that he loueth, when as he accompts that he 
bimſelſe hath Whatſoener hu friend hath: 

no man will gor to lame with him, hom li 
loues: none ſpyll thinke that he can receine 

any iniurie at hu hands , and therefore ne- 

ner thinkes on revenge : no man hill enuie 

him, whom he loxes; nor any man is glad of 

the hermes of him that is his friend, nor is 
agrieued at his Welfare. But contratt- 
wiſe, accozding to the ſaying ol the A⸗ 

| @ 3 polile, 


ONCE * ., 
he » Dority on 


1.13  pditle; He reioiceth with them that re- 
5 ioice and werpes with them that weepe, 
and chat not fainedly or counterfeitly, 
but from his very heart. Berauſe /ove 
makes all things common , and accompts 
that his oe Which is his Whom he laurth. 
Thus Lodouicus Viues deſcribes Chꝛi⸗ 
ſcian charitie. And how karre off are 
Cor. 13. 1 Juctoſers ſrom this : Saint Paul ſaith, 
That if hee had all know ledge, and all 
faith,cucn to remooue mountaines, pet 
without this \chatitic hee were nothing 
before God: And what are Incloſers 
then, that are deſtitute of all theſe gifts, 
and lacke this charitieꝰ Let them marke 
this well, that this ie well Charitie, one 
dap beloꝛe the Pateſtie of God, ſhall be 
moze woꝛth than all their golde, and 
great rents and reuenues. This is the 
charity ol all the Saints in heanen. Fo; 
.. cor. 15. although there bee differences of ioyes, 
1 pet the Saints which haue leſſer iopes, 
account thoſe ioyes, thꝛough charity,al's 
theirs, which their bzethzen doe entoy, 
\Now ts fulfilled that pꝛaper ef Da- 
uid, It is time for thee Lorde to put to 
thy hand, for (Hephiru they haue abro- 


gated, 
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they baue made seek 
rg And what is C but 
tcharitie e And that not any charttie, but 

ſuch a charttie as he hath ſhewed tg- lch 13.30. 
wards vs; and as Lodouicus Vines 
here hath deſcribed to vs. But k is time 
for God to put to his hand, foʒ this cha- 


ternes them not. 

But the very Pagans haue bioids 

g Il charitie, and, but that they wanted the 

s eye of faitt, they mounted vp A4. 17.27. 
s, herein (line 6 — 5 "farre 


xe I digher than ſome Chiitians, eſpecially 
ne than Incloſers. 

be Cymon the Athenian MOI all 
nd i hedges and pales to be taken bay from his 


57 


he grounds, that both Citixent aud ſtran 
03 whoſcener, that ſtood in needey might 
es, more free aoceſſe into them, to gather ay 

's, pes aud corne. And T hotion the Athe⸗ 
us ntan faide, That a man had as good pull 
p, | doWvne Churc bes, and Altars,as take mer- 
Ja- ¶ ciefrom amongit men. And Iulius Czfar 
to || was wont to ſap, That then hee Waxed 
rich, eee good. And 
E 4 will 
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f. Pet. 4. 16. 


good to no man. Oh that all Landlozds 


Ihe humble Petition 
Incloſers came behind any oftheſe: 
will they incloſe? Cymon the eAthenian 


:Charitablp in letting of their farmes to 
their bꝛethꝛen! Phocion tels them, bat 
they bad as gaod pull done Churches. Dee 
- thepaccount the monep in their coffers 


their treaſures ? r that pzoud Ro⸗ 
mane Emperout vondemne them; 
be thought not ſo, but rather char which 
be had beſte\ved liberalh.Traiane the Em 
perour was accompted tbe 10% of man · 
kinde, becauſe that he neuer ſent any man 
ſad home. Oh that all Landlozds were 
Traianes; ! Thep ſhould bee moze; 
Foz it is moze to bee a Cizifffan, than 
to be a Traiane; and Saint Paul wills 
all Chziſtiansto walke worthy of their 
vocation. The name of a Chaiſfian is 
the honozableft and bountifulleſt name 
in the woꝛlde. Chziſtians take their 
names,of the anointing the holy Gholl. 
And what then can bee moze honoura- 
ble and bount(full 2 Octauius Czſar ac- 
compted that day loſt, herein he bad done 
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would ſpend their dayes thus, in — 
ng 


Commonwealth. Prolome alſo king 
of Egypt was wont toſay; That he had 
rather make others rich, thanbe rich bins- 
ſelfe. Oh that Anclolers were of this 
minde. Curius alſo the Romane hauing 
agreat deale of golde offered him of the 
Samnites,7 had rather, ſaith he, haue tbe 
poſſeſſors of the gold Mine, then their gold. 
O wiſe Curius; he had rather haue the 


hearts of the Samnites,- then their 


beapes of golde. Oh that Incloſers 
were in this point but as wile as he. 
The dap will come when the pꝛapers of 
tenants ſhall doe their Landlozds moze 

god than their great payments now. 

Foz that ſaping of our Sauſour ſhall 
ſand god, whe as they with their cheſts 
full of gold and ſiluer ſhall periſh; Make 
youfriends of your ynrighteous mãmon, Luk. 15.9. 
that when as you ſhall — hence and 

klein your account, they may recciue 
you into euerlaſting Tabernacles. And 
ur Sauiour addes an Emphaſis 02 a 


Pena” 


* 
tents, (And i ſay vnto you) as though 
with his Herein follow that 
fame vitſult te ward, and make you 

friends of the poore;thar whien you fa | 

depart hence, & God ſhall call you ton 

account of your ſtewardſhips, as Þ great 
rich / man did his ſte ward, and ſhall falle 
therein, the beſt ol vou al;enen as he did; 

The poore may receiue you into euerls. WW 
ſting tabernacles. Make the poore as wa. 

Eecle. 12. t ters to caſt your bread on, as Þ Pꝛeacher MW 

tounſelleth yon: that vou map find ita-Wt 
Gen. 28. gain, whẽ as pou ſhat ſtand in need, aſter 
15180. many daies: and as tones to powre your 
oyle vpon; as did Iacob the Patriarch; 
that when pou ſhall die, you map ſleepe 
r as hee did being aliue; and ſee 
at ladder Jeſus Chꝛiſt reaching from 
earth to heauen, Foz that ſtrange fat 

ol Iacob tontames in it ſome great mii 
ſcerie. And map not that ladder ſignifi 
faith, and this powzing oile of the ſtone 
mercie:? Do that we mult toyne to tue 


ladder offaith, the ople ol mercie if u 
mean 
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nan to aſcend vp to heauen. Ox it that Ephe. 2.20 
tone ſignifie Jeſus Chꝛiſt, are not the 
pobze his members 2 and doe not the 
phich ſhe w mercte vnto them, powꝛe 
heir olle on Jeſus Chꝛiſts feet, as Mary loh. 13.3. 
lid in the goſpel,;+as it were on Tones? 
Huch an betre of Jacob, was Dauid, 
who of bimſelfe wꝛites thus; Knowe 
ye that the Lord ¶ Hipblab) hath as a Pal. 4 3. 
onderfull and pretious thing choſen 
o himſelfe( Chaſidh) the metcitull man. 
And he concludes, Iwill lay me downe verſ.8, 
peace and take my reſt, ag though 
ercifall men onely, and thep that 
awer their ople on ſtones, as Tacob 
d, ſhould take their reſf, and fleepe 
vetely, Foz that ſentence alſo hall 
nd god, wherein conſũiſtes one maine 
int (next faith) ot our faluation: Bleſ- c 
dare the mercifull, for they ſhall ob- Mat. 57. 
une mercy; and iudgement mercileſſe 
ball be to him that hath ſhewed no 
wÞercy,as B. Iames teacheth bo. But I 13. 
Wiclolers, J thinke, neuer remember 
jat day: it they did, they wonls pzefer 
apers befoze papments, and the harts 
their tenants, with that courteons 
4 Romane 


nes. O blinde Incloſers, moze blin 
than Grecians, moze blinde than ks 
- -*, manes,nay,mo2e vncharitable and tu 
ell than-very-Jnfidels. Nature te 
cheth that the wilde figge tre, if it 
plantednere vnto the figge tre, t. 
it will make it moze fruitfull : and ih 
not theſe Heathen oz Pagans, who ar 
wilde figge trees in compariſon of! 
Chꝛiſtians, make vs excell in 
wozkes e ſhall their figges be (wet 
than ours: O degenerate and wil 
Chiiſtians, 
God by his Pꝛopbet Ieremie fai 
- Goe to the iſles of Chittim, and behol 
and ſend vnto Kedar, and take diligenM;.: 
heede, and ſee whether there eld . 
things. Our molt gracious God, cot 
pares his people of the Jewes, as | 
the Paganes: And will hee not m 
moze compare vs chziſtians with then 
And is it not a ſhame foz vs to be our. 
come of them in charitie towards 0! 
b:eth2zen? Surely,if we be. in the day 
iudgement they ſhall condemne vs. 
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of Siſters.” Fr 
$3.3 7 Ne ' 
We es e this an a 
1 gainſt the Church and common 


- n 5 oY 
* liberties of England. 1 


| ode winitters map make-that 
omplaint of Incloſers,that Iacob 
ie of Laban : Thou haſt now chan- * 
wages ten times: So haue 
ed auncient linings ol Gods 
rs. But in all their exthanges it 
| ib fallen ond, as itdoth'comnloniy in 
"Fling of mettals : that which datt 
— the ſecond plate, hatt not bet 
god as was the fozmer. Their 
| nes ol money which they doe nos 
Nowe, are not fo god in value; as wers 
" Fitetofoze tithes in kinde : and agatne; 
wi dimoney.dne (8 not ſo eallly vbtamed 
t their hands. And thus thep doe not 
telp muſſell the mouthes of Gods 1. Cor. 9. 3. 
he | Þ "4 which doe tread out his Cone; 
due pit allo impouerich them yeerely moze 
MWdmoze by this their incloſure; and vet 
allthis, they will be accounted La- 


ban, 


The humble Petition 
ban, that is, they will dame white m 


nt: ngen | 
Hier-pert.z - Hierome; of conetons' Patrons,uy | 
r late-men-which udie fo get into tbet 
ma: hands Cccleſlaſticall linings; wiitoſſſ 
| thus : Theywhich ſerue at the Altar, l 
them beers chers of the Altar: Thertfon 
| becauſe Prieits were Want to pray far ai 
them, whoſe mer and oblations they 
recciur, With What fare dare: lie men, ad 
ther them euer cate; or grant ro others, i 
ab lation Which Chri:tuus dor offer 
Alludit ad their finurt, When 4 it Herommoth au 
ilud loban pry to prey for the peafile'? For this aaſtf® 
- IF — 60 EO? Wrawghr to cerca 
„e, mynicate thoſe preſumptnau perſons 
en rhe afl ud: 
vites. theſe tbingr:thight be no more done in l 
Chareb. — ſinne, which F 
Nr e be excommunicated i 
Guy 
And bere fies tbe pwzeboſband me 
and cottagers, may complaine vm 
pour Maieſtie of the payments of t 
Hubſtdte iafliaed vpon them; th 
whereas there hath bern rich farme 


oP ff two Siſte 554 AT 
pay. it, noi thoſe, 
being dilpeopled, and 


20 farmers which were wont to 
| rant — 9 
theres are on page men; who 
g bnt tenants, — but a 
— 11 flocke of catteil (and 1 
at tamlip ta maintaine⸗) 
cidto be th:& pound men in the © 
n whereas the L ozd of the man- 
| +02 Fri holder, being their Lands 
g is, — in other places, hauing 
| 002 a thouſand ſhepe,in the 
| aid Lozdſhin(which 
anom d) aud perchanes-Rftie 02 g a 
ed cattell, will pay nothing to⸗ 
s the papmont of the ſame; Plea- 
pte themlelues, that by lam, they 
eto be aſſeNed and hound ta pay but 
ane place, which foz the moſt part ia 
where they inhabit. And ſo thep-vling 
M@ndenſoping the pꝛofits and commodi⸗ 
nes ol the farmes which they bane de⸗ 
ayed:and alſo eating with een 
chere commoditie of the field; will 
no part ot that dutie with, their 


ne 5 which makes hem re» 
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ninig/helps to bear 


tow ter 
an the bare bed ones, that 


el ctr dorayed andViſpeopled by 


e — map com 
ofers. fo taking — 


1 — heren they are, rl 


tous ngainſt God; and iniurious ti 
— Aunbetkozs, and diſlopall to the 
Kings'pJerogatiue röpall. Foz fr, 
God biinifelfe may ſe ine to haue ginen 
fome Commons, as appeares in Hol 
land, aid in the Marſh in Lincolneſhire, 
and Helderhes in Yorkeſhire; and in 
Kent, Where many miles of ground 
bauebeniwdeby the Sea. Secondly; 1 
ſome pedþle of godly diſpoſition , and 
great pofleſſions, dying without ifſne, 9? 
haue gluen large Commons in diner 10 
plates, as in Vorkeſhire, a great Colt 

mon called Walling Ferine. And laſtly 


Ain uen Commons allo. 
puer. . 
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am C4 I 02g bo mn ws 
her liberties: ſo that Lozds ot 


Peiniozs. did not appoynt them, and 


Conqueroz. And as gentleme had loꝛd⸗ 
ſhips beſtowed vpon them foz their ſere 
nice, ſo no doubt, the poze had Comons 
giuen to them alſo fo2 the ſame cauſe 
that a poze man pꝛouiding onely meats 
foz his Cowe againſt winter, was aſs 
ſaredto haue her kept andfedde on the 
Commons all the ſummer foz nothing; 
andſo-might be the better imployed a⸗ 
bonthis Pateſfies warres, ſo often as 
neede did require: whereas now in mas 


w places, the poze man is fozced to pap 


bery dearely fo2 the ſummer Common 
0 paſture foꝛ his Cowe (ouer and be⸗ 


mes his houſe rent) which in times palt 


be had belonging to his houſe foz his 
latd rents. And ſo the care fo2 the pꝛo⸗ 
kiſion foz his family being great, makes 
| F manp 
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thep both would and ought to be. @- 
Mund. Imp. Boterus Beneſius, Waiting of the e. 
Rex. Angl. ate of the. whole wozin; and ſtrengtb 
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ol England, which conſiſts on the pot: 
Huſbandman, Cottager, and common 
Souldier, repozts thus ; Altbangbſſaith 
be) the Engliſt men are able to bring into 
the field a ooo. Launces, & a great number 
of light horſe, yet the horſemen of England 
bane neuer wonne to themſelnes ſuch credit 
and praiſe in War, as the footmen haue dove. 
King Edward the third, who made ſo man) 
voyages inte France, and obtained ther: 


ſo-manywvittories; to declare in Which of bi 


forces he moſt truſted, forſooks his horſmen, 
and Went on foote among it his comma 
Souldiers.But — — Frenchmen, 
becauſe they Will not haue their common 
people giue themſelues ouermuch to War- 
likg affaires ( leſt they ſhould forſalę and 
contemne their handicrafts and occupati- 
ont, and ſo, by being ſouldiers,waxe proud 
to Which thing = Frenchmen are ven 
much inclined ) put all their ſtrength of 
their Warres in horſemen, Which for the 
meſt part conſiſts of Noble men. It 
common 


, ---- oft two Sisters“ 

tommon Souldier heretofoze hath bern 

fo} warres, the gloꝛy ol England, as this 

autho2 affirmes; e by bim England hath 

won ſo manp great victoztes, and obta(- 
ned ſuch great gloꝛy and kame; and ſhall 

he now be deſpiſed? Nay ſhall he in ſome 
places be rooted out? M hat is this elle, 

but to put out Samſons eyes, the ſtrength lud. 16.21 
and glozp of our land, and to cut off his 

haire? To doe this is not to be true Iſ- Ich. 2. 47. 
raclites , but vncircumciſed Philiſtimes. | 3 
What will our riches du vs good, t we 5. x: 
lacke men tokeepe them? As the body 
cannot conſiſt without legges t armes, 

ſo neither the Common-wealth with- 
ont Huſbandmen, Labourers, & Soul⸗ 
diers. Surely, they which will not 
maintaine theſe armes and legs, which 
mult fight and runne foz them, are euill 
members of this Common- wealth. It 
the legges ofour bodies be weake, how 
will we complaine : o2 if our armes bee 
out of ioint, what ſped will we make to 
haue them put into the ioint again? and 
thall wee not nourtſh bountifally theſe 
legges: ſhal we ſuffer theſe armes to be 
but of ioint:? And here as Gods woꝛd 

F 2 may 
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map lame to be the moſt ſtrong liga⸗ 
ment, ſo in ſome ſoꝛt theſe Commons 
map ſeme to be the ſinebos of the Com- 
mon- wealth: Foz, as our armes are 
ioined to our bodies by ſinewes and li⸗ 
gaments, ſo no doubt, theſe armes were 
tied in the beginning to the Common 
wealth, by their Commons beſfowed 
vpon them. Foz benefits,are the ſtron⸗ 
geſt bonds to binde men withall, as the 
Heathen hane taught. 

Secondly, it map ſeeme they were 
oꝛdained fo2 common Wozkes : Fo? ſo 
haue Churches ben repaired, and bzid- 
ges built, and high wayes made 4 main⸗ 
tained. They would lap a peete of their 
Common, to be ſowen,oz foz meadow, 
and with the p2ofit thereof being ſolde, 
perfozme any common wozke ; and by 
that meanes, ſuch like wozkes coſt the 
pooꝛe of the towne very little. And 
bcreof (as appeares nowe) comes the 
ridges and furrowes in ancient Con 
mons, which pꝛoueth that foz ſuch pur⸗ 
poſes they haue ben ſowne. And the 
litke good would come to the Common 


* wealth, if that they were vſed ſo ſill, 


Whereas 


ot two Siſters. 
Whereasnow in many places, where 
theſe commons are taken away by In⸗ 
cloſure, euery penie comes out of the 
pozemans purſe ; and hauing no com⸗ 
mon ſtocke,bardip any common wozke 
can be bzonght to paſſe, as in times paſt 
bath been. 

Laſtly, a part of theſe Commons 
were the Kings bigh wayes; which 
name plainely argues, that Kings were 
the authozs of the,as of all other Com⸗ 
mons. And thoſe which are leading 
from one Market towne to another, 
ought to be two hundred foote broade, 
as appeareth bya Statute of Winche- 

r13. made in 1.Ed.5. ) which were 
large and ſafe, that your Pateſtte might 
paſſe the conntrep in pzogreſe with 
pour traine; and pour Subiects tranel 
without danger. But nowe Inclolers 
bane ſo pinched them in,by their ditches 
and hedges , allowing but 24. foz the 
wap, that your Paieſtie cannot paſſe 
in their wayes andlanes, vnleſle they 
thzowe open their hedges againe fo2 
that time, as experience lately hath p2w- 
ned. Neither can pour poze Dubiects 
F 3 trauell 
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trauell with their weake beaſts wilh. 
out danger, the wayes being thereby 
made ſtraite and narrowe, and there ⸗ 
koꝛe deepe 4 dangerous; neither with: 
out danger of their liues both by foze- 
Falling ofthenes, and alſo by opening 
their dangerous gates. The poze 
Cottager had his Common allowed 
him alſo (as ſhould ſeeme) fn2 his pains 
taken in mending of theſe high wapes, 
which now Incloſers haue quite ſpop⸗ 
led, by pinching them in: but the bur⸗ 
then doth remaine on poꝛe mens backs 
ſtill; and they are foꝛced to doe their 
common dapes, as befoze, and pet their 
common is taken from them. 

But Loꝛds of Mannours, and Free- 
holders, who haue their Commons, and 
ſhould alſo wozke their common dapes, 
and foz euerp plow land they holde, ei 
ther in Tillage, oꝛ paſture, ſhould find 
one Cart 02dzaught, to leade ſfones 
and rubbilh towards the repairing of 
high wapyes; doe nowe of late, in many 
places (where Tillage is conuerted to 
Paſfure) where heretoloze, there hath 


bene thirtte dzaughts oz Carts in a 
towne, 


towne, which did perfozme their tom · 
— daies, ſkant finde tenne: and he 

that hath decayed lower o ſiue 
dzanghts, ſuant ſends one to kepehis 


not io well maintained, as heretofoze 
thep baue bern. 

Nap, it theſe Commons bad been ap⸗ 
pointed by the Loꝛds of Pannoꝛs, then 
as mens natures in all ages haue bien 
diners, ſo theſe Commons would alſo, 
in ſome places haue ben better, and in 
other ſome wozſe: but in all places, 
accozding to the pꝛopoztion of the 
towne,thep are very liberall and boun- 
tifall : declaring themſelues to bee 
beames comming from the ſame ſunne; 
Imeanefrom the rich liberalitie of the 
Kings maieſtie. 

There was a tenure in England cal- 
led Baſſa tenura, now called Copie 
hold: and theſe had their fredomes ac⸗ 
tozding to the cuſtome of the Pannoz. 
There was another tenure called 
Tenure of villenage, and theſs had 
neither libertie of Commons, noz of 

F4 _ their 
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their very bodies, and ſerde. And this 
map bee an euident argument, that 
Kings gaue theſe Commons: fo? thoſe 
which had offended his Paieſtie moſt 
greeuouſly, he made them villens, and 
dep2iued them of the auncient liber⸗ 
ties, which all his other people! entoy- 
ed: So that as this villenage, was by 
the King inflicted vpon ſome; Do no 
doubt the fozmer liberties and pxtut- 
leges alſo, were by Kings giuen and 
beſfowed ; But Incloſers now, foz 
no cauſe of diſobedtence, but foz their 
owne pꝛiuate lucres, take from their 
tenants,” that, which Kings did not, 
but vpon great offences committed a 
gainſt their perſon, - 

There is an auncient law, (in re⸗ 
garde that tenants complained ol the 
Lozds of Panno2s foz incloſing as 
ſhould ſeme of their commons) by 
which it was enacted thatLo2ds ſhould 
leane (uffictent common fo2 their te- 
nants, with ſufficient egrefſe and re- 
greſſe : And, that being perfozmed,they 
might (as ſhould ſ@me) make their 
commoditie ofthe reſt. But if that their 

3 egreſſe 


— 
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egreſſe and regreſte were any thing 
htndzedby the defozceozs, o2 that they 
had not ſufficient paſture; that th they 
Gould reconer their ſeiſon by the view 
oftew202s:; ſathat by their diſcretions 
and othes, they ſhall haue ſufficient 
common and paſture with egreſſe and 
regrefſe, and the diſſeſozs ſhould bee 
no amerced and render damages. This 
tut · auncient ſtatute plainely pꝛoues, that 
and Loꝛds in every towne, ſhould leaue to 
- fo; their tenants ſufficient common. And 
heir Iſl therefoze doe they not bzeake the mea⸗ 
their ning of this law, which tacloſe leaning 
not, ¶ no common at all? 
ed a⸗ Theſe Incloſers take vpon them, as 
thongh they were, not Loꝛds of Man⸗ 
n re- nours, but rather kings; and doe make, 
f the Nis it were, a new Commonwealth,and 
anew foꝛme of gonernement in towns 
wherein they are Lozds. They will 
haue no Common left at al. And wher⸗ 
as there hath bene common Leas and 
Peadow(which hath been without me⸗ 
moꝛy of man peerip letten, and the p2ofit 
thereof hath been imployed towards the 
tepaire of the Church, and ſuch other 
god 


— _ * — 
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good and C bꝛiſtian vſes) they wil no 
take them away as waſte due to them 
ſelues, except there can be god euidente 
in w2iting to ſhew foz the ſame. They 
alter e change the ancient high wapes; 
lo that trauellers and ſtrangers ſome⸗ 
times without danger, cannot come to 
their townes. They will haue no com 
mon Meat - heards, noꝛ Hogheards, no; 
Hinder in their to wnes, by which poze 
men haue liued, + bad a ſtay and main⸗ 
tenance, both fo2 themſelues, and fami⸗ 
lies, though impotent, and not able ſo⸗ 
other wozkes, 

Philarchus teffifieth,chat the beaves of 
725 Were firit ſo wen in Egypt, and that 
if ſo be they were ſolwen in any other coun- 
trey, they Would grow in none but there. 
But after in a certaine Fenne of Epirus, 
nigh unto a riuer of Theſpoſia, called Thy- 
ramnis, # the dayes of King Alexander 
Pyrrhus, Wo yeeres together they grebe, 
and brought foorth their fruit very plea- 
fantly : but When as King Alexander ſet 
4 guard to keepe and patch them, that none 
foould take of them, nor come into the Fen; 


The Fenne Was dried vp, neither * 
[4 


y 
er 
e, 
” 
ſet 
ne 
＋ 
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foorth any more fruit. 

* Edipſo alſo there appeared 4 certain 
cold ater running out of a ſpring. not farre 

om the ſea , 5. Which they that vere 
icke Were: very much holpen. Inſonnuch 
that many ont of farre countreres, came 
thither to drinks of that Water, But em 
a the captaines and gouernours of King 
Antiochus , began to pinch them of this 
hater, and commanded to giue them of an- 
other Water to drinke, quite contrary from 
the other, the ſpring by and by dried vp. 

In Troas it as lawful for any man ta 
reh Salem Tragoſceum (Troy ſalt) b 
When as King Liſimachus made them pay 
wit, ſtraight Way the ſault vaniſhed away: 
mt afterwards, bee wondering at that 
range alteration, he made the place free 
gains, and the ſault alſo increaſed againe. 
\thenzus lib. 3.cap.1. repozts all theſe 
hiſtoꝛies. And doe we not thinke then, 

at God millikes theſe couetous men, 
that foz their owne pꝛiuate lucre and 
gaine, doe take commons from men: 
ap, ik he plagued them, that thus dealt 
vith Pagans, who were his enemies; 
doe we thinke that he will —_— of 
m 
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them that deale ſo hardly with Chz 
Match. 6. 9. ians, and with his owne Childzen: 
Offic.lib.x. Tullie by the light of nature could lay, 
Iuſtice vſed things common, 4s common 
and things priuate as ber owne : and thall 
not we much moze doe ſo? But the men 
of our age, account it wiloome to lobe 
narrowlp into Commons; and if men 
cannot ſhew god enidence fo2 them, 
they take them away. The earth is ſub- 
iect to our vanities, againſt her will, ah 
Saint Paul teacheth vs. And what | 
ſhenow then, doe we thinke,at our by 
charitable ditches and hedges, made to 
the hurt of our bzethzen 2 And what; 
theſe vanities are, Salomon map (emf 
to teach vs, Eccleſ.2 4,5, 6,11. 1 
Nap, God himſelfe may ſerme by hi 
ſecret pꝛouldence (which no doubt do 
gouerne all things: who, contrarie the 
the manner of the Jewes fields, hay 
entermingled our Lands together) f 
haue foꝛbidden this our incloſure. 9% 
man almoſt can incloſe in champio com 
tries, without great exchange: 
doe we thinke that this intermingi 


our Lands thus together, was done ear 
vaine l 


of two Siſters. 

7 Waine:Godalſo by that miraculous mos 
| gol the ground at Kinnaſtone in He- 
fordſhire , may ſeme to haue con- 

ned incloſure: no doubt it taught 

ome thing. The ground moned from his Siovv Ame 

| place, carrying ſheepe and ſheepe coats es ye th 

it , and trees and high waies : it oner= 10 g1(.1;, 

brew Kingſton Chappell and changed Til. 
ge into paſture. Bowſoener ſome here 
Will gine their naturall cauſes, oz make 
10 account hereof ; here was plaine⸗ 
ie the hand of God and his extraoꝛdi⸗ 
ary wozking foz our learning: this 
hing chaunced not in vaine. And the 
ike range alteration vpon the earth, 
$ wzought by Incloſers. They change 
uncient and accuſtomed high wales, 
Whep turne Tillage into Paſture, they 
e ſheepe and Shepeheards with 
em. And Churches now in mas 
places, thozough depopulation, 
[Way become Chappels; Incloſers haue 
0 greatly diminiſhed Gods people. 
Way, the Caterpillers which God 
t, not many pet res ſince, on thoznes 
nd hedges, which did eate off all the 
anes of them in ſummer, map _ 
no 
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not {me to condenme Incloſers 


GO D' hath by many miracles cov 
demned the ſtnnes of our age. fs 


Kula de Dur coueteouſneſſe by 4 childe that wu 
detite ares. borne with a golden tooth. And why me 


be not condemne this our couetous i 
cloſing, and exchanging the auncient 
cuſtomes and vſes of the earth, enenhy 
this miraculons and ſtrange mouing 
thereof? 

Sir Thomas Moore a great com 
mon-wealths man, and very expert u 
tbe lawes of England, waites thus « 
Incloſare. Towr ſbeepe 7 ſay, which wen 
wort to be milde and gentle, and to be fu 
with ſo ſmall coſt, now as it is reported hau 
begun to be ſo Wild & rauenous of late, tba 
they eate vp euen men, and that they mit 
Waſte and depopulate townes. For in nba 
parts of your realme growes finer wooll, ani 
therefore of better price, there noblemen au 
gentlemen, yea and ſome abbots (holy mn 
1 aſſure you) not being content With th 
yearly rents and commodities, Which hen 
Wort to be paied out of farmes vnto ther 
anceſtors, and not content, themſeluest 


liue idlely and pleaſantly, and to doe no gooi 
te 
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= --, Ortwoomers.. 
the common wealth, vnleſſe alſo that 
hewld hinder and — = 
leque not hing but reape all 11 
e, their owne bands : They incloſe all 
4 eftures, they pull downe houſes, they 
tnerthrow townes,leauing the Church onety 
or to croome vp their ſpeepe in. Aud ar 
though your forreſts and parkes bad not 
led ground enough amongſt you, theſe 
men turne into 4 ildernes alldwelli 
bouſes, and Ro heretofore hat 
been tilled. And therefore one inſaciable 


glutton and moſt peſtilent plague to his 
countrie, toyneth fields together, that he 
may incloſe Within one hedge ſome than 


ſand acres. The husbandmen are either 
thruſt out of their power or elſe be- 
mr by craft beguiled, or by force oppreſſed, 
wee, of chew, or elſe ns 7 — 
iniuries and compelled to ſel them. There- 
fore howſoener, theſe Wretches doe flit 
men, Women, husbands, wines, blinde men, 
and \vidowes , fathers with their young 
children, with a greater, then arich family 
(for bushanarie ſands in neede of many ) 
they fit I ſay from their knowne and ac- 
il fmed dwellings, and they can finde no 


place 


le k A II e aritic 


place Where to put in their heads; 7 
fell al their fnffe when as they mnt. need 
be thruſt ant, (which is wor Worth: much 
that they could tarry and get ag 774 
mas forie ) they ſolli i dof fr 
thing. Aud hen as by wandering a Wil 
they haue ſpent that, what muſt — weetht 
dee then, but either ſteale, and 210 be 
hanged far their labours, or elſe mander 19 
and downe and begge, and then alſo ar 
caſt into priſon as vagrant perſons,- ſeem 
no man will ſet them a works, when as t 
doe moſt willingly offer their ſermices? Fi 
nom there is nothing to be done about buſ- 
bandrie, wherein they haue been brought 
vp all their lines, when as there is nothing 
ſowen. For nom one Sheepeheard, and on 
Neat-heard is ſufficient to'looks to tha 
ound with cattell, to the tillaga-wheredf, 
Shs it might beare corne, many mens hani 
and labours were required. Aud by thi 
meanes it commeth to paſſe, that in ma 
places corne waxeth very deare. 
We map note here firſf, how tha 
Sir Thomas More, being a Papiſt, yet 
touched this ſinne, euen in Abbots, an 


that in the darkenes of Poperie 0 
q , 
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hbeggers, and that. 
þ thues, and cauſeth a dearth 
in our land, it 

 townes. J in is dates it 
thefe miſchieſes, when ag it 
mn but to ſet in fote into this com⸗ 
mon-wealth: what bath it done ſince, 
which hath gro wne to the very harte 
thereof: nay, what will it doe in the 
end, if it-pzoc@de as it bath begun, f 
ſome ſtay and remedie be not had? It 
will no doubt begger and quite decay 
thecommon- wealth of England. How 
many armes now, ſtand emptie lince 
incloſers - 02 onely with fome 
ts. in ; which dare giue no · 

ing their maiſters plea⸗ 

ſure : lo hoſpitalitſe is quite thereby 
decayed. Pow many poꝛe men lacke 
woꝛke, as thꝛeſhers; and pe women, 
as ſpinners; and doe complaine foz 
cke ol their accuſtomed wozkes :? and 
{FF bownany poze mens childꝛen are in- 
ol (o0:ced to begge oꝛ elſe liue idelp, which 


. where tillage was main⸗ 
G tained 


he ſeauenth reaſon; This Incloſite 


with tion is a fin where- 
of dy or ſpeciall inqui. 
tient the day of iudgement. 


T is witten in the boke ol Gene⸗ 
I dis, that the earth was full of crueltie, 
rigs that was the p2incipall cauſe 
of the dꝛowning thereof ; and it is to 
be feared that this yy the cauſe of 


The Pꝛophet Dauid un 
ly pzopheſteth of Cbꝛiſts comming 
iudgement. The Lord ſhall ariſe, and 
haue mercie ypon Syon, for the appoin- 
ted time is come; for all thy ſeruants 
haue great pleaſure in her ſtones, and 
it pitieth them to ſee her in the duſt 
And all nations ſhall feare thy name 
Lord, and all the kingdomes ofthe _ 


[ 1 * 


"of two Sifters. | 


2 tie: for the Lord doth büllde 
' 4 ke will be ſeene in his; lorie. | 
| hath had reſpect gt the rayer 
ar)as it is in the Hebzew ; 
e ore afflited:and he hurl 
eee their ſupplication. This. 
Daten Ledhor aclarn) for the 
generation of the world. And the 
— 9 created ſhall ptaife the Lord. 
we may 45 firſt, that this 
p;opbeſtes of our dates, and and 
that this leſſon concernes vs. The 
— is now come for God to ariſe to 
udgement, ind to haue mercie ypon 
* then, is it not w2itten foz vs 
har Ave the endof the wozlds Dh 
that we would marke it! The lelfon 
is this; that all Gods ſeruants rather 
Kügine in the ones of $yon, that is, Ras. 
inthe Lozds ſhæpe, and faithiult'fer- 
nants, moze than in their flockes' of 
hepe, oz in their baue walles and 
high to wres; and it pitieth them to ſee 
theſe ſtones troden vnder foote and lie 
in the duſt, and to be made no account 
off: And that in the ſunſhine of the 
Goſpell, when all nations ſhall feare 
| G 2 the 
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2 Lord; and all the Kin 
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nung glorie. There, 


ara an a any and Gods Charch, 
and theſe. his ſfones: But God him- 
ſelfe will build it vp againe (ſaith the 
Pꝛophet) and will be ſeene in his glorie, 
Let all depopulatozs of townesthew 
SS STD 
Ss ag u 
Godro build chem, whe b 
in his glorie, that bis buſlding be to 
coſtly foz them, and coſt them not ſome 
hundzeth pounds of monep,, which 
now. perchance they are loth to dil 
barſe,but the damnation of their ſoules. 
For God hath a regard vnto the prayer 
(Hengarngar)that is, of the poore Ale 
ted that is trampled vnder fote and 
made no account of, but is as a bzome, 
as that wozd ſiguifieth). and hath not 
Pal. 92. 1a. deſpiſed their ſupplications. The iuſſ 
| men ſhould * Gods houſe like 
to Palme trees:and we haue made them 
lune home, euen beſames to * 
an 
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—— houſes. Any oe 3 
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I | be Fins; that God will t renenge 

" | 5 ono men 
Y | n euery 3 is, 'many god 
WI farmes pulley downe, and lie in the 
b, to læpe and beuttũe, and b 

n- MW anew bꝛaue and ffately/houſe? Let al 
he Wl ſach as make the Lords Palmes, their 
ie. W bzome beeſomes to ſwepe- their 
w iſ honſes with all, take hrde: at the day 
nd ek udgement, God ſhall ſearch ont di⸗ 
et WF ligently (oz all ſuch, and without ſp&- 
cs WF die repentance and planting his palmes 


againe ſhall caſt them into hell. 751 
# written for the laſt en a4 Arius 
Montanus tranſlates it”: and doth it 
dis Wl not concerne wi? 
es. And a people (Vicrah) created, ſhall 
10 pzaiſe the Lozd. This word Nicrah alſo, 
ic · ¶ that is, a people created, dathmoſt may 
and nifeſtlp poꝛtrap ont vnto vs our dates, 
me, The Chuzch of God was not (ene, 
not W was as no body, was in the wildernes: Apoc. 13 
wi and now God bath as it were created :4. 
like it againe, and bꝛought it into light: and 
hem i chis people ſhall praiſe the Lord, Nap 
lp confoundpoperie, all Gods people 

G 3 are 


. 


Oen. z. i. 


Joh. 3·3. 
Plal. 19.9. 


Eſa. 24.3. 


the Pꝛophet Dauid no doubt meanes 


place (fo2 all ſcripture hath a moſt 
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are created againe to good ping 
there is no naturall faculties remaj 
ning in them e as the Pa 
piſts teach. The people created ſhall 
praiſe the Lord. Cod ceaſed his cres- 


tion of naturall things theſeauenth day 
as we reade in Geneſis, And therefo:e 


”#, 
ak r — a£ — - ect +  — 


another ſpirituall creation and the re- 
generation of our ſoules ; And to this 


pleaſant and ſweete harmonie in it {elf 
if any one doe marke it) doth Saint 
Paul allude, when as he ſaith we are 
created in Ieſus Chriſt to good workes, 
And Eſay alſo p2opheſieth in the end 
of the woꝛld of ſuch couetous wozld- 
lings. The earth alſo ſaith he, plaicth 
the hipocrite, becauſe of the inhal 296 
thereof, for they haue tranſpreſſed the 
lawes , they haue chapged the ordi- 
nances, and cuſtomes, and they haue 
broken the euerlaſting couenant: here 
is plainely ſet downe, whp the earth 
doth not now of late, peelde her accu 
ſcomed increaſe: Becauſe the (nhabl 
tantes thereof, haue changed the ordi- 
nances 
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their like: nap , the cuerlaſting coue- 


nant of God, in not louing their! bre- lok.13.34. 
thren ,as Ieſus Chriſt our moſt bleſſed Ole. a. 15, 
Sauiour hath loued vs. | 
But i that Jacloſers will here attri⸗ 


bute the barrenneſſe of the earth to o- 
ther caules: pet let them marke what 


goeth befoze. Bebold(ſaith the Pꝛophet) Eſa. 2 4. i. 


the Lord will make emptie the ea 

(Bokgk,) and he will vnhedge and vn- 
wall it. The nature of which woꝛd, 
Mercerus declareth vnto vs thus. Vde. 


tur ex locis in quibus inuenitur, ſignificare ex agu. 


diſpare ſen effringere, quod clauſum & 
munit um erat, vt omuium iniuriis pateat- 
I: ſeees by the places herein it is 
ound ebe to diſperſe and breake 
p that which was incloſed and fenced, 
that it may now lie open to the iniuries 
of all things. 

And doth not this moſf manifeſtly 
touch Incloſers and their hedges? Nap 
Eſay addeth (vangiua Pareha) he ſhall 
make croked her face : No doubt that 
was ſtraight befoze. Fo2 (ng ugni⸗ 

G4 fies 


ken the lawe of nature in not louing * 
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Mo pore no 


raight chain 


| croked. 


And that the 24. Chapt. of Eſay con! 


cernes vs that liue in the ende of the 
wozld, and not the Jewes oriely but ag 
tipesof vs, theſe cirtumſtances may 
ſeme to pꝛoue. Firſt betauſe the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet ſpeaketh of the earth, and not of the 
land ol Jew2p, Then, that beſaith, that 
the earth ſhall deceiue the. ex pkctation 


| ef the Tillers thereof, lch thinke 


was neuer moꝛe triiely verified, than 
now in our dayts. Then cauſe 
the Pꝛophet teacheth, II 8 
breake in thoſe daies thꝰ e 
uenant bf God made f9 bs in Jeſus 
Chit; which couenant we haue bꝛo⸗ 
ken, in not obſeruing Chritfian charitie, 
which is the onely lawe thereof. Nap 
beſides all theſe, the Prophet addeth, 
TheLord God of Iſrael ſhall be praiſed 
in the Iſles ofthe ſca, And againe,From 


the vttermoſt parts of the earth, e haue 
heard 


And may not e 
linesÞzawen 
- oftheearth 2 Fox other wil 
the late or che earth cannot be tnate 
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pr: f ry , een gloryeo en. 

winnie that i t, but leftis/Chrith - 
web ald hononreth with thal Act. 7.52. 

—— name deſcribes vnto 
— Add Wophet atſoſafth, That the 
carth | ſhall reele too and fro like a drun- 
len man, Aid what is this elle. but that + 10 42 
which Saint Luke teacheth vs, That Lue. 2.26 
iche end of the world men thall bee at 
cher wits ends, not knowing, what ſhall 
come to paſſe in the world, And laſtlp, 
te bluſhing of the Sunne and Moone, 
t Neben the Lord:of hoſts ſhall raigne in 
in Sion, and in Ieruſalem, and glory ſhal 
bee before his Ancients : what doe all 
theſe meane? but the comming of the 
nie Sunne ko iudgement? And the glo# Mal. 4. 2. 
ne ol the newe Mone, that fs of the 
Cburch kriumphant, at whoſe pꝛeſence, 
our Sunne and Moone ſhall bluſh. And 
what meanes che raigning of God in 
don, and in Ieruſalem, but that we alt, 


6 


691 ww SS 


Mart.2 5.29 


; both Jewes and Gentiles ſhall be one 
„bdeepefold vnder one ſhepheard Teſus * 
| MChrif? And glory before his ancients, 

1 Mwhich they ſhall euer ſee : what is it 

| lle, but eternall glozy ? 


Sybilla 


s 


Sibylla alſo ſcemes herein to agree-with 
theÞ2ophet Eſay, and to point at our 
hedges. now in the ende ol the wozlde; 
who ſpeaking of the dap of fudgement, 
and or the dates befoze it, wzites thus: 


Taia J ien wn, d rem u eigen uric, 
OudV wierbrupu agent wire elne view, 


In @ngltſh thus, 
The earth ſhall be equally common 
to all, without any walles or hedges. 
Neither being diuided vn, then, (that 
1s, inthe dates befoze the iudgement) 
ſhall ityccld more fruits. 


Doeth ſhee not plainely here name 
bedges: pea, and that which Jncloſers 
doe hope fo2 , that the ground ſo incl 
ſedſhall not peeld moze fruits? 

Sibylla alſo pꝛopheſies moſt truly 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and of his croſſe, and o. 
bis comming to iudgement, in thoſe her 
moſt famous Acroſtick verſes, wb 
ſhe made concerning him, as no mal 
can denp: and doe wee thinke tba 
the reſt of her pꝛopbeſies, eſpecially. A 
the remnant of thoſe her AcrofficasFz:nd 

concer 
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toncerning the ſtate of the wozld befoze 

the day of iudgement, not to he as true: 

In thoſe her verſes of the t ondit ion and 

fate of the wozld befoze that day, ſhe 

wittes thus: &V 
Wegionr NN y 1 Klee j v Tomy, Sibyll ora. 

In Engliſh thus: lib. s. 

When as the earth in ſweating, ſhall 

be a ſigne of the iudgement, &c. 


And here firſt let vs marke that ſhe 
ſaith, that the earth by ſreatmg, ſhall Line 

4 token of the indgement. Wet couetous 
Landlozds and Anclolers, which ouer- 
burthen their fenants take hede, that 
thep be not the cauſes of this her ſweas 
ting: foz other wiſe,the earth pꝛoperly 
cannot be ſaide to ſweate of her owne 
nature, being of conſfitutton the dꝛieſt 
element; nay dzier than any dogge, 
which as both Philoſophie ans erpert 
ente teacheth, doth neuer ſweate. And 

after ſhe pꝛopheſieth thus: 
* du wore x50 D , A fury, 
In Englich thus: 

All the whole world ſhall be vntilled, 
aud ſhalbe turned into a briar or thorne. 
| and 
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And may not heere the firff wonde, 
-, etilled, ſcæme to touch Inclo- 
ſers that will not till the earth: 

And ſecondly, whereas ſhe faith, That 
the \vorld ſhall be a thorne or briar,ag Ca- 
ſtalio tranſlates it:doth ſhe not plainely 
ſignifie men, who ſhall become like 
to thoznes. and bziars, which ſhall 
pꝛicke mens hands that deale with 
them, and ſhall catch vnto themſelnes 
all that they can get, and ſhall euen pull 
mens coates from their backes ? Fo; 
as concerning materiall bztars am 
thoznes, the wozld was neuer ſo clean. 
ſed of them as at this dap; which encry 
man is carefull to rote vp fo2 hurting 
their ſhepe, But thoſe other (piri- 
tuall bztars which Sibylla meaneth, 
growe in many places very plenti⸗ 
fullie. But let all ſuch bztars take 
3 they bee not burned in hell 

re. 

Nap, fo let Sibylla paſſe, doth nct 
our Dautour himſelfe pꝛopheſte of the 
dayes of the ſonne of man, befoze the 
ende of the wo2ld 2 And doth hee not 


plainelp teach vs, That they ſhall A 
Ke 
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0 daies of Noah, and of Lor, be- 


ſore the deſtruction of the old world, Luc. 17.26 


and the burning of Sodowe? How that 


eate — drinke, and marry, 
1 and plant in thoſe daics? and 


the wozd regis, which Saint Matthew 


hut the extraoꝛdinary abuſe vt all theſe 
things is bere ſignified, And thoſe 


plainely pꝛoue that accozding to theſe 
particulars, and not a generall ſecuritie 
onely (as ſome would fatne haue it) is 
meant by all theſe. And are not our 
hedges now extraoꝛdinarie: Pow lined 
ill our Anceſteꝛs without them? 

And our Sauiour in this his doc⸗ 
trine, map ſeme to agre with the pꝛo⸗ 
phet Ioell; who of the day of iudgement, 
and of the eſtate of the world at that 
day moſt manifeſtly pꝛopheſieth thus. 
The earth ſhall be as the garden of Eden 
before him, but behinde him it ſhall be 
adeſolate wildernes. What dotb this 
garden ſigniſie, but that the earth then 
hall haue great coſt beſtowed vpon 
her; and ſhall be hedged in as we up 


bleth , teacheth vs; that not the vie, Mar. 24-38 


wozds,,7-»=, which Saint Luke vſeth, Luc. 17.30 


La 
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Ioel. 2. 3. 


The bumble petto 


open their gardens and cloſes againe, 
that God doe not thꝛow them into hell. 
And that this pꝛopbeſie of Ioel con 
eernes vs 4 our dates, and not onely the 
| Tecka.1. Jewes; Firlt that comandement inthe 
fir verſe ofthis ſecond chapter ſemeth 
very euidently top2one, where the p;v 
phet fatth; Blow vp the trumpet in Syor, 
Syon ls take vſually foʒ Chꝛiſts church 
as we reade. Eſa.2.v.3. Pſ. 8 7. 2, And the 
trumpet ſigniſies the pzeaching of the 
Goſpel, as appeareth by thoſe ſeauẽ An- 
Apoc:8.6. gels which did blow their trumpets fri 
Jeſas Ch2ilts aſcenſio to his comming 
Apoc. 10. to iudgement. No doubt as Syon is not 
here to be ment literallp: fo neither 
the trumpets , But that which loc! 
hereſaith, Blow vp the trumpet in Sm 
for the day of the Lord is at hand, is all 
one wittz that which our Sauiour fail 
Mat. 24.14 a the Goſpell. The Goſpel! ſhall be 


yreached 


to doe our gardens. Jfthe Loꝛd when 
he cones ſhall deſtrop the garden, let 
the gardiners take herde; foz their de- 
ſtruction ſhall be without all doubt the 
greater. Let them willingly thzow 


comming of the Alffrians againſt the 
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— of Ioels pꝛopheſie to Chzilts 
firf#comming, as the {ending downe 
ofthe holy Ghoſt vpon the apoſiles;and 
ſome part thercof to the dap of iudge⸗ 
ment, when as the Sunne ſhall be dark- 
ned and the Moone turned to blood. 
And ſhall we ſap, that this pzopbeſie 
toncernes not vs! Nap we in our faſts 


faſting and weeping. vnto our dates, 
which is as it were the medicine ; And 
ſhal! we not apply the ſinne and ſoze 
which Joel there toucheth, and that 
garden of Eden alſo to dur daies? Nay 


rü ind are written for our learning, on 
nq whom the ends of the world are come. 
ot {Ind will anp man ſay then, that this 
her opheſie of Ioel concernes vs not: 
oe! Shall we not learne ſomething there» 
by? And alſo the ſame reaſon may be 
alleaged concerning the 1 3.cap.of Eſay. 
which hereafter J alſo alleage. 
And pere let all the Lozds watche 
| men 


preached, and then ſhall the end-come. 
Saint Peter in the ra 7 
2. 17. 5 


apply the turning to the Lozd with Loel. 


paint Paul telleth vs plainely that all Cor 20 
n. dings chanced to the Iewes typically, 11. | 
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"= 13 men glue t ele Anciolers and gards 
2 ners — 4 av while it is called 
= to day, leaſt they repent to late with 
E e Diues in hell. So their bled ſhall be 
Ezec. 3.14. ypon their owne heads, foꝛʒ ſurety God; 
Ich. 14. 6. word is truth. And as the land ſhall be 

moſt aſlurediy a garden befoze the face 
of the Lo2d at that dap, ſo there ſhall 
be ſome gardiners. 

The Goſpell alſo condemnes this 
Incloſure. Our Sanfour-p2opheſieth, 
that in the end of the wozld, the charni 
of many ſhall waxe colde, which argu 
eth a pzecedent heat. And may nat 
theſe Incloſers fulfill this pꝛopheſle: 
who haue ſome charitie in them; but 
Sal. 5.6. not the charitie of their anceſtoꝛs: But 

he that continues to the end in the faith 
of the Goſpell working through fer- 
uent and chriſtian charitie (ſuch charitle 
2.loh.4 as Chziſt himſeife ſhewed towards 
vs and alſo commaunded) he ſhall be 
Ioh. 13. 34. ſaued, ſaith our Sauiour, and none elle. 
Therefoze let Incloſers take bode 

WA which haue not this charitie. 
ers % Saint Paul alſo pꝛopheſieth thus of 
the latter times; that in the laſt po | 
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And he willeth Timothie to know 


nnn 


the moſt keene and fierce nature of 


as u thing moſt certaine. And doth 
not this touch Incloſers, who catch 
andſnatch all they can from their bze» 
thzen koz their owne lucre ſake: 

But although this bad ben enougd 
to haue declared them bits vs, pet that 
which foltowes paints them vnfo vs 
linely : foz many ſhall be (ſaith Saint 
Paul) o & ,L that is, overs 
themſelnes, and loners of money. By 


two markes, could he haue erpzeſſed - 


Inclolers moze manifeſtly: theſe two 
lones raignes in them, but the lone of 
their bzethzen is quite baniſhed out of 
their hearts. Nay, theſe Incloſers are 
(as it followes alſo in the Apoſtle) 
diſobedient to their parents: in not 
obeping after their deathes, their 
charitable cuſtomes whith they com⸗ 
mannded; and in their lines obſerued. 

So did not the Rechabites. 


tfindgement watteth thus; che end = 
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ler. 35.6. 
The Apoltle Saint Peter of the dap 1. Pet. 4. 7, | | | 
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ns ppp 
ber, and pray (not on the daytime only, 
but euen with our bleſſed Sautour in 

the night) bur aboue all things haue fer- 

c.6.11, nent lout among you; for chriſtian cha- 

ritie (as an effec of faith) ſhall couer: 

multitude of ſinnes. Foz the faithful. and 

mat. 25. 34, mercifull mens ſinnes are touered am 

35-35 nat mentioned, as appeareth in the gol 

pel. But to goe on with our apoſtle; Let 
euery man as he hath receiued the giſt, 

f. Pet. 4. 10 ſo miniſter the ſame as good ficwards 
ef the manyfold graces of God. Why 
would Paint Peter here make- mention 
ul ſtewards but that as ſhonld ſæme, 
he did fozeſ& in the (piyit, that ſome at 
the end of the wozld, ſhould forget 
themſelues to be fNewards ; and deale 
here with the earth, and earthly things, 
as thougb they were chieſe L ods of 
them: whereas Saint Peter telleth 
them here plainelp, that thcy are bug 
poze ſtewards. And David himſelf 

| though a King acknowledged the ſame. 
BT Plal.z4.: That the earth is the Lords and all thai 
| therein is. Nap, Cyrus that great erg 
ſian Ponark cenfefſcth, that the Lora 


Goc 
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| {errant er 
of heauen hath giuen him all the B(d.1t.2.- 
Nope of the earth, as to a fræhol | 
leamne this leſſon, and temember it 
well, againſt the dap ot ſudgement; 
and deale like ſtewards, and not like 
Lada, with Gods people. God no 
doubt ſhall make enguirie-at that day 
how they haue dealt with them. 
But to conclude that of this ſinne 
of depopulation of townes, ſhall bes 
elpectall inquirie made at the day of 


ludgement. | | 

. The Pꝛophet Eſay ſpeaking of that Eſa.r;.s. 
day wꝛites thus: Behold the day of the 
Lord commeth, cruell with wrath and 
ſierce anger, to lay the earth watte, And 
beſhall defiroy her ſinners out of her. 
What ſhould the p2opbet meane bp 
thoſe (Chatreab) her ſinners but theſe 
Acloſers, who are ta much in lone 
with the earthe Hay ſattb God, Iwill 
uſe arrogagcie of the proud to 
Nee (Gaauat Aorarisfim the p2ide 
theſe terrible men, that no man durſt 
ane again, oz fpeake bnto. And! 
ul make a man (ſaith God) more pre- 
| | D 2 cious 


make no account of + men which that 
depopulate townes. Gov telleth all 
ſuch, that he will make a man, euen 
one man (whereas they haue thougbt 
it a light matter, to depopulate fownes 
and to rote out many men) mo2e pꝛe⸗ 
tious, than a wedge of gold. And what 
is all their woll- monte to a wedge of 
gold 2 one man is moze woztb than 
a wedge oſ gold, much maze then than 
all their woll-monie;Godhimſelfe hath 
ſpoken if. 

Wherefoze if Incloſers and depo⸗ 
pulatoꝛs ot townes, meane ts be ſaued 
af the day ol iudgement: let them wil 
lingly caſt open their cloſes againe, 
and reedifie the farmes, they haue de 
caped, It makes no matter . fo2 the 
charge of hedging (which they ſhall 
loſe) that they haue ben at. And let 
tbem baniſh their ſherpe out of their 
paſtures, and let them fill the Lands 
townes and ſherpelolds, with tis 


ſheepe 
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iis lefarinbett, when it ſhall bete 

latefoz them tolearne, * 
And bere J moff humbly deſire in 

the Lord, that all Gods childꝛen would 

beware; that they be not giltie of that 

woewhich Eſay p2oclatmeth. Woe to 4 

them that ſpeake good of euill, and Ela. g. c 

euill of good, which put Ale for 

light and light for darknes, that put bit- 

ter for ſweete and ſweete for bitter. And 

that all Gods faithfull ſeruants, would 

remone that great ſinne karre from 

them ; which Ieremic laped to the 

charge ofthe Jewes: That they wonld 

not bend their tongues like bowes, to ler.g, 

maintaine lies: but that they would 

(that which Saint Iames teacheth 

them) lay a part all filthines, and ſuper- 1am. 1. xx, 

ſuitie of Ces, That is, that they 

would not ſinne, when they nerde not 

imme. Bnt that they would receiue b 

with 
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into, and 
ol ladgement) 
ſake: to whome 
the holy . bee all pzaiſe 
hono2 and glozie now 
and foz euern 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


